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John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

Please send any letters to:

Phil and Laura Chase
6947 Daisy St.
Auburn, IN 46706

Send any email messages to:
chasephilip@hotmail.com

To request a DVD of John's
testimony, put the words

"DVD Request" in the subjec
line.

—

Posted Tuesday, January 20, 2004 at 9:04 pm

Dear loved ones,
Today has been one of the hardest days of my life. Late lddtaigson John was diagnosed with bone cancer.

He had been suffering from a vague pain around his kneecap fos virgeouldn't remember any severe injury, and it
would not respond to anti-inflammatory medicine. The xraoyat a large mass in the proximal head of the left tibia.
A friend of Phil's, an orthopedic surgeon (who just hapddn be there when the xray was taken) said it was most
likely an osteosarcoma: rare, found in teenagers, fast-grodesaglly cancer.

Phil and | spent the night in agony. John slept peacefully.

Today John had a bone scan and it showed no metastasis (canderatk#és parts of the body besides his knee). We
thank God.

Late this afternoon, Phil and John flew to Houston to Afidlerson Cancer Center.
At this point, we anticipate the only cure is to amputate '3dég above the knee.

Please pray for us. We are "perplexed, but not in despairingos aware of the situation, has agonized, but is bravely
facing this Goliath. Pray that he can stay unafraid and sensg @esdence surrounding him.

We feel greatly supported by our families, friends, and chdrshnk you for all your prayers on our behalf,

Laura

Posted Thursday, January 22, 2004 at 10:30 pm

Phil and John were amazed by the skill and kind considerdtitbie people at the cancer center today. They saw the
cancer doctor (oncologist) in the morning and the bonefoirgeon (orthopedic surgeon) in the afternoon.

n

John is coming to grips with the amputation ahead. The dogswve him other options involving keeping some of h
lower leg and foot, but he would have limitations in hisvéets and a fragile "knee" that would require constant
surgeries to be useful, and ultimately, amputation anywaihB&ibeen very honest with the doctors and they have
responded candidly that most parents don't come in readk nglutation, even though that is the most likely
treatment to give John a useful, active limb in the shoitest ind a cure.

Tomorrow will be more tests, but the policy of this cancetarer any painful procedure will be done with the patient
well-medicated. You'll have to ask John next week if he remerabgref these tests!
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Chemotherapy will probably be one course every month forrfaunths with a five-day hospital stay each time. The
chemo is imperative because almost all osteosarcoma patients hasmetikg of cancer cells already in their lungs that
are invisible on a bone scan. The chemo should clear all thoses speck

We're not sure yet about the timing of the surgery. Johmprebably be in Texas for a couple more weeks.

Phil and | are feeling less in shock, and more of the "peacsufmsses understanding.” We are so grateful for the
prayers you are making on our behalf. Thank you! Thank Vbahk you!

Laura
Posted Thursday, January 22, 2004 at 11:55 pm
Johnny and | spent the day talking with the oncologistta@durgeon.....and waiting.

Big decisions to be made about saving the leg with the li@ditof the knee being weak and needing lots of attention
vs. amputation and hopefully a functionally strong and lisefonant. The institution leans toward saving the limb.
Johnny and | are leaning toward amputation and a prosthesis.

Johnny is already planning some great practical jokes foreldey, we've had some great laughs. Regardless, Johnny
will need 4 courses of chemotherapy 4 weeks apart to treat letagtisis that is likely there but not yet seen on xrays.
Good likelihood of complete cure but the chemotherapy is ratdreh...hair loss, low blood counts, risk of infection,
damage to the heart.

...Not a whole lot of other choices on the table short oifacie. God's peace is here, sleeping well, lots of tears and
crying out to our Father for intimacy with Him..takingrdurokenness to him and asking Him for more of
Him...relationship with the Father. We feel your prayers aadarmgrateful for the outpouring of love..God is real, He i
good, and He is faithful. Read Hebrews 12: 7-11 and insemvbrds "spiritual child training" whereever you see the
word discipline (which is what my study Bible says the gieghiies). Tomorrow we expect a bunch of tests to
complete staging of the tumor.

Thank you for your concern and love..

Phil

Posted Friday, January 23, 2004 at 8:40 pm
Tough day today.

We were told yesterday as we left the medical center that they are lsuipedare tests and would call us with the
details today. We waited and finally heard at 3 pm that we wuald some tests Monday and Tuesday, then perhaps
see the surgeon again Thursday to discuss options. Didd timaknistake of asking God to teach me patience?

Lots of conversation with God today...mostly surrenaean. this is hard...at least | can cry.

My brother-in-law, an oncologist at the same hospital irffardnt department, called me at 4 pm to see what had
happened today. When he found out nothing he was outragaokfully he can grease the skids. | just rest in my
fathers hands and trust He will take care of things in imis.tdohnny is doing great..."l just wish they'd cut egydff
and get it over with." We talk a lot. Scripture comes toififthey valley....check out Ps 73:25-28. "It is goodeémbar
God."

Nothing medical planned this weekend...
Phil

Posted Saturday, January 24, 2004 at 2:40 pm
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Woke up today fantasizing about God healing John betweendpgytin Monday and the MRI scan of the tumor
Tuesday. Imagining the unbridled joy.

| think thoughts of faith that heals and my mind driftshe father in Mark 9 "I do believe, help me overcome my
unbelief.” Then Jesus healed his son. | know the path tstliteness often comes by way of adversity endured. | am
grateful God doesn't ask me to choose between my son's haakingwing Him more intimately...maybe | can have
both.

God knows best and He always acts in love...these are the ¢imimgg mind today...thank you God.
Romans 11: 33-36 is sweet!

Phil

Posted Sunday, January 25, 2004 at 8:56 am

| spent a few hours in the medical center library yesterday reseguiblei various options available to John. There is a
surgical operation for an above knee amputation that involvegedorg the ankle joint into a new knee. It has been
done for at least 15 years. Kids who have had this operdtemaan be involved in athletics and have a gait very
similar to their pre-amputation gait. Sounds like the beathwst of rotten options...these are not the kind of besis
would wish on anyone. Other treatment decisions include whietlter chemotherapy before or after surgery, the
research is not clear cut.

You can specifically pray that if we need to make those decidiah&bd will make the correct way obvious. | know in
my heart that it really doesn't matter which way we decide becawukseaBanake even man's wrong decisions right. I'm
working hard not to dwell too much on the future. Ggdice is sufficient for each day and the trouble therein. He will
give us the grace for tomorrow when tomorrow comes. | kinewpath of self pity is a hole that leads nowhere good.
Scripture, prayer, and love and encouragment from other beliesfpr&eep me on track.The Lord is good and his
mercy endures for ever, his faithfulness continues to all gémesat

John and | are so thankful for all your prayers...
Phil

Posted Sunday, January 25, 2004 at 10:20 pm

We had a restful day and great worship service today. Johrtawsmiith group with his cousins tonight, sayingrif I
going to be down here for a while | might as well get tovkisome kids. Tomorrow is a big day. A cat-scan of higdun
looking for metastasis, blood tests, and a biopsy ofuimet. A visit with an oncologist friend of my brotheaw

who deals with adult sarcomas early in the day to help me i@t questions to ask John's oncologist when | meet
him later in the day. Some times it is helpful to get a hepdm what the issues are. | would like to come to some
conclusions on a plan of treatment tomorrow. Then another isdhefore he can start chemotherapy he needs a port put
in and this is not scheduled until a week from tomorrow.vbther-in-law knows someone at another hospital who
does these on adults for him with a one day notice. I'm bhbpefcan move things along a bit so we can go home and
perhaps get the remainder of the chemotherapy in Ft. Waynengystison isn't rocket science once you decide which
ones. Also John needs his braces off for chemotherapy. Chesescaanuth sores and the braces would aggravate the
situation. Our orthodontist is making arrangements witbrémodontist here...pray this doesn't hold things up.

Thanks for your prayers...we feel God's peace and even some joy.
Phil

Posted Monday, January 26, 2004 at 10:33 pm
Big day today...

Johnny had a chest CAT-scan that looked clean, yeah!! | methgitbncologist armed with questions. The conclusion
was that we can reasonablly follow through with John's terdtin a Ft. Wayne hospital under the care of a pediatric
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oncologist named Dr. Hill, someone | have refered many pati@nts

| contacted Dr. Hill by phone and he said he would be hapbpglmin any way he can. The biopsy | thoght was
scheduled today was actually just a consult to prepare fordheybihat will take place on Thursday. | would be happy
to leave some tissue behind for their research but | damk klsian hang until Thursday...time's a wastin'. | just go
tickets for home and we will fly out Tuesday and arrive in¥ayne at 9:57pm. | plan to let Dr. Hill know we're om ou
way tomorrow and hopefully he'll be able to arrange for adyi@md port placement Wednesday or Thursday. After
that, we can get on with chemo if God doesn't heal John betvageand then.

| also met with another oncologist who takes care of Adékt)%¥arcoma patients. He brought some interesting issues
to the table that will help a lot as we decide on what courskéoin John's care. God answered your prayers for clear
direction. Now pray for a smooth transition and perhapsl@fiaster pace in getting John the care he needs.

Finally thank you for your continual prayer for John'samulous healing...if that is not the course God choosemnit w
be for lack of prayer!

Resting in God's peace and joy,
Phil

Posted Tuesday, January 27, 2004 at 11:15 am

About forty-five minutes ago, yesterday's CT scan was bewigwed and John's uncle found a 4 cm mass on John's
kidney. We are reeling, but trusting for God's peace. Philahd will not be able to come home for a while. Johnny's
uncle is really shaking things up at MD Anderson. It lolikes they will be able take both biopsies this afternooreund
general anesthetic.

Pray for wisdom. Thanks.
Laura

Posted Tuesday, January 27, 2004 at 11:07 pm

Ok, I've got whiplash. Plans got changed when we were teldatiscan showed a kidney mass. We canceled our plane
flight when my brother-in-law shook things a bit. Godyded time today so that John could, under general anesthesia,
have both the knee and kidney biopsied. The knee showed ostemsaspredicted and the kidney showed a benign
cyst (which needs no treatment). Thank the Lord.

Then the chest CAT-scan final report showed definite evidengealf amounts of cancer in John's lungs. The
treatment for now is an agressive all out attack with chemothéerdpg hopes the tumor is sensitive to the stuff. We
are flying out Wednesday morning and will arrive in Ft Wagh& pm. Hopefully, we can get John's braces off
Wednesday afternoon. If all goes well, (and God doesn't el@myone's mind with an immediate miracle) we hope to
get a central line put in and start the cell war on Thursday.

I'm sure it won't surprise you to hear that a cancer centerligeaiasting place to get into conversations with people
about Jesus... | haven't gotten much reading done.

Thanks for your prayers...

God is good...mysterious...but good.

Phil

Posted Wednesday, January 28, 2004 at 9:20 pm

John and | are back home after going to the othodontigttbig braces off. We had a great reunion, it's nice to be able
to tuck my kids into bed again. Laura acts like she's gla@ Wwatk. Taylor and Corrie are on break till Monday so we
are all together. It turns out that the surgeons won't leetalhstall the port for the chemo until Friday and thaytddn

chemo on the weekends...so no chemo until Monday. Notrstcfioice but I'm slowly coming to grips with this adso
thing. If | can't believe that God is in control of everyailaif this process | would dispair. Only God is a rackf
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enough to place my trust.

The delay in chemo answers another desire | had...John iseagBibker and has nearly memorized Hebrews. His team
has an invitational this weekend and he wanted to participadek.od. A delay in chemo that God orchistrated isn't
going be a factor in the healing we hope He intends to acconfiilisbhn. It's interesting, in the midst of trial, how

easy it is to get all focused on the trial and forget abowf &lod's blessings in my life. 10 of them surrounded m

when | arrived home. Ps 13:5-6 But | trust in your uimigilove; my heart rejoices in your salvation. | will sitogthe

Lord, for he has been good to me.

Thanks for your concern and prayers,
Phil

Posted Wednesday, January 28, 2004 at 10:31 pm

| want to thank all of you for praying for me, you camtigine how much your prayers lifted my spirit and kept me
from getting depressed. As | read your cards and remembeplyone calls | am almost moved to tears by how much
you care for me.

When my Dad and | came home this afternoon, | was immediateigeste(l am not sure what that means but it sounds
cool) by a horde of siblings overjoyed to see me again...angeatong to play with my crutches.

Although | am home (and pretending to feel great) | amvatittied about what is coming. Please pray that God will
give me peace in the days to come. When some of you see me walkunth...bald, please sigh my head (Taylor
came up with that idea, I'm not sure what Mom thinks).

Thank you for all your prayers, if God choses not to hesitwon't be from lack of prayer :-)
In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Wednesday, January 28, 2004 at 10:31 pm

| want to thank all of you for praying for me, you camitigine how much your prayers lifted my spirit and kept me
from getting depressed. As | read your cards and remembeplyone calls | am almost moved to tears by how much
you care for me.

When my Dad and | came home this afternoon, | was immediateigeste(l am not sure what that means but it sounds
cool) by a horde of siblings overjoyed to see me again...angeatong to play with my crutches.

Although | am home (and pretending to feel great) | amvatittied about what is coming. Please pray that God will
give me peace in the days to come. When some of you see me walkunth...bald, please sign my head (Taylor
came up with that idea, I'm not sure what Mom thinks).

Thank you for all your prayers, if God choses not to hesitwon't be from lack of prayer :-)
In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Thursday, January 29, 2004 at 9:49 pm

We had a fun day of goofing off. A port to use for Jsluhiemotherapy will be placed tomorrow (Friday) under general
anesthetic at 1:30, pray that this goes smoothly. The genesthatic he got for the biopsies made him pretty sick for a
few hours so you can also pray that he recovers quickly erfougghto the quiz meet Saturday. We talk a lot around
here about the paths that we can choose to allow our thooghtetthrough the day. | recognize in myself a
background whisper wooing me to self pity, fear, bitternasger. | know that these paths only lead to destruction and
that the better, life-giving alternative is to run to Jesukasmk Him for more of Him to heal my brokenness.

Thank you for praying for us that we might continue 1o taw Him instead of taking refuge in thoughts that would
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ultimately destroy us. Today God also pointed out to raeHie loves John more than | could ever imagine, and that
through all this He will see John through; comfortingnhinolding him, surrounding him with his love, anatecting
his tender little spirit. I'm so glad we have God!

Thank you for holding us up in your prayers,
Phil

Posted Friday, January 30, 2004 at 10:25 pm

Surgery went smoothly today and no post-op puking. &ven downed a Blizzard on the way home. The pediatric
surgeon who did the port is a Christian and was a Biblezguivhen he was a teen. He prayed with us and was very
kind.

John is sore but intends to quiz tomorrow. We worketieorews while we waited for his surgery...oh to be able to
memorize that quickly...an uncluttered mind.

Laura and | have crossed a sort of threshold in this prdt@sslves surrendering John to God and knowing that we

can trust God to do what is best. As parents we oftenigigetvice to our children being God's and holding thern wit

an open hand, but sometimes life reveals the heart. We also hassuaance that everything is going to be OK. We're
not sure what that means other than God is good and indh@esknow that everything is going to be OK.

Thanks for your prayers...God answers...
Phil

Posted Saturday, January 31, 2004 at 10:24 pm

Quizzing went great today. Four of our kids, Corrie, Pavkta, and John participated. John even managed to get
some questions right while taking Vicodan for pain. Thdokgour prayers...it was a great family day.

Tomorrow after church several elders and pastors at our chukghrayifor healing for John and anoint him with oil.
This is something mentioned in James 5:13-18. The Bibledrase to life for our family these days. Passages we've
read numerous times before, now bring overwhelming peace, r@assuand joy. Consider Rom 8:28 ....in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who haentcalled according to his purpose..

| don't pretend to know what God's final plan is foitlails, but | know it will be for our good--for Johrgsod--because
God has promised and He keeps all his promises.

Thanks for your prayers and concern...

Phil

Posted Sunday, February 1, 2004 at 5:07 pm

Great day of being in the company of other believers. Stastithgchurch service and Sunday school, then the pastors
and elders laid hands on John, anointed him with oil aagkeprfor him. Then a small group meeting with our friends
this evening. We are so blessed with a family of believerssns] who hold us up in prayer, encourage us, and help in
too many ways to count. We know many weep with us, thankgroyour compassion and love. How do people do this
without Jesus and his family. God's peace is so real anchdalde if we just go to Him. Check out Phil 4:6,7; John

14:27. You should see John, same sparkle in his eyes, samildessrand smile. Thank you God for peace in your
presence.

Tomorrow we have some tests in the morning and then chert®isttdre afternoon.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Monday, February 2, 2004 at 6:07 pm
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Today John had more tests in preparation for chemotherapyillHe \given a bunch of fluid IV overnight to prepare
his body for the CIS-Platinum, which is one of the chenmugsl This medicine is very harsh on the kidneys and
typically causes nausea and vomiting. When | was told chemotwaghtomorrow, my head didn't feel like exploding
like it had with previous delays. | suppose that is a sfggomplete surrender to Jesus...Whatever, Lord. We met Dr.
Hill, the pediatric oncologist who will direct John's careehéte is a Christian and prayed with us. John is plugging
away at schoolwork.

Here's how you can pray: That the chemo kills the tumor. &saythat John's body will be protected from these
poisons. You wouldn't believe the potential side-effects.

Scripture for the Day: Psalm 27:4,8,13,14, one thing weofigle Lord to dwell in his presence, to gaze on his beauty,
to seek his face. We are confident that we will see the goodntrss ladrd. Be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, February 3, 2004 at 11:57 pm

John and | slept in short snatches last night. He hasup teethe bathroom every 2 hours because of the IV flugls th
are giving to protect his kidneys. Adding to that vitghsi and other nursing comotion left us hoping for soae n
today. | had hoped a glance at John's knee today would revdekarguacle, end of trial, lessons learned. That doesn't
appear to be God's plan. Once we start down the chemotheraglyaraiteally isn't any turning back.

The chemotherapy started today and John has suffered noneegpéoted nausea and vomitting...Praise God! The
nurses are pleasantly surprised...they know we're all prajohg.s spirits are good though he figured chemo side
effects would get him out of school work.

| play Candyland with my kids from time to time and thed® have played will remember that there are several
short-cuts in the journey to the final goal. | was asking & there wasn't some short-cut to knowing him intinyatiel
having a relationship with God of heroic proportions. Helping me understand that the road of adversity is the
short-cut. Chemotherapy and whatever lies ahead is the fastdriatiknacy with Christ for John, our family, and
perhaps all you who suffer with us. Everyone has triallseir life. It seems that God isn't nearly as concerned about ou
comfort and pleasure as He is about our relationship with Hira Apostle Paul communicates this truth in Phil 3:7-11
...I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassatngss of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord...

Our family can never thank you enough for your prayers, cargbyarious expressions of love and concern.

God is s0000 good...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, February 4, 2004 at 10:03 pm

Laura spent last night, today, and tonight with John. kBaing occasional waves of hausea now but doing well overall.
He'll get another 24 hours or so of chemotherapy and hopgtitllout of the hospital Friday. God's peace and comfort
are such a blessing and answer to prayer.

I ran school at home today...it's definitely easier sitimtipeé hospital with John...my admiration and respect fowifey
compounds whenever | step into her shoes. | talked withgaauiin Indy who does the surgery we are interested in for
John, a procedure that moves the ankle to the knee and prodtrces aativity-tolerant leg. This takes place after 4
cycles of chemotherapy. I'm doing well if | don't think madtout tomorrow... but we still have to do a certain amount
of planning ahead. Jesus specificly said not to worry abawtrrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day

has enough trouble of its own. (Matt 6:34) God's graberis for each day's trouble, not tomorrow's. The trick @an
without worry.
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Thank you for lifting us up in prayer...
Phil

Posted Thursday, February 5, 2004 at 8:44 pm

John finished up this week's chemotherapy today. He is expegenccasional waves of nausea, vomiting twice, no
appetite, little energy for anything other than Nintendo atiching TV. Dr. Hill is pleased with how John is doing,
especially with his attitude. | don't feel as bad as | load Gless that kid.

Hopefully John will come home Friday and get a few more daé fhuids until his appetite perks up. Laura and |
don't cry often now, but when we do it is usually in cese to the awesome reality of faith in Christ, displayedadd's
faithfulness and in the outpouring of love from our fagnil Christ. By this all men will know that you are mgdples,
if you love one another. John 13:34.

Thank you for your love...
Phil

Posted Friday, February 6, 2004 at 6:13 pm

Hurray, John and | got home mid afternoon. He's tireaatibhg some and hasn't vomited since this morning. We met
with home health to train us in running an IV fluid vehithile John sleeps. This will keep him from drying out an
should help him feel better without us having to force fastdfluids during the day. Now you can pray for his energy
level, his appetite, that his white blood cell counts dat'tglow, that he doesn't get infected while his immunesyst
is down, that he doesn't get the mouth sores that oftenopeagld of course that nasty old tumor...die sucker.

Many people have commented that our strength of faith durisgrial has been an encouragement to them. | have to
weigh in with Peter as he answered Jesus question as to wietioerwould leave Him as many others deserted Him.
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eterfeal(lohn 6:68) | know there is nowhere else to go. Its
normal to think of eternal life as eternity in heaven with @ftdr death. Jesus tells us now this is eternal life: tegt th
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, wyanhave sent. Eternal life is also knowing God here and
now, a living breathing relationship between the finite aedrifinite. God confirms this reality to us every day. We
would be fools to run any way but toward Jesus.

Your prayers for us make a difference...thank you for caring...
Phil

Posted Saturday, February 7, 2004 at 4:50 pm

Today, John has been able to eat more...mostly out obediemisentother rather than hunger. The prefered item seems
to be Carnation Instant Breakfast, a banana, two scoops of ice em@@enough milk to blenderize it. Make every bite
count is the rule of thumb until his teenage appetite kick¥ohn's knee pain where the tumor is has been minimal since
the chemotherapy finished...prayer plus poisons. Gooddatihot much energy, lots of naps, little nausea,....thamk yo
God. John and | wept together as he shared with me how rdal @esence is in his life right now. This earthly daddy

is grateful John's heavenly daddy is taking good care of him.

You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble andound me with songs of deliverance. (Ps 32:7) Thank
you God for giving my little boy a good hiding plac¢éhank you that it is big enough for everyone who will came
you.

God is here...
Phil

Posted Sunday, February 8, 2004 at 10:50 pm

John felt too pooped-out to go to church today. He listtmedme sermon tapes while the rest of us went to church.
Nothing like the body of Christ at church to mend our mas...we came home refreshed, encouraged, and loved. John
was nauseous until mid afternoon when he thought baconedgodd. Laura cooked up a pound and he ate half of it.
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Reminds me of having a pregnant wife in the house. Jolirits spe good...I told him he doesn't have to fake it and h
assures me that God is close...this warms my father heartidasl oy faith.

As | unhooked John's IV this morning | wished we cdutd the clock back to a less complicated time. Under the
surface of confidence in God there are lingering doubts, a ygdoricomfortable living and ease. | liked my life three
weeks ago better. Then | read in my Bible For with youaddlintain of life, in your light we see light. (Psalms36
Lord let me be so satisfied from your fountain of life thab longer long for counterfeit satisfactions. Let me be so
blinded by your light that the commotion in my life fadle® its proper place. As | was driving east toward churish th
morning the sun was right in the middle of the road,gttéin my face, blinding, unavoidable, blurring my visimfimy
surroundings, warm on my face. OK God, | get it...here cdheethe joy.

Thank you for prayers...
Phil

Posted Monday, February 9, 2004 at 11:48 pm

John had a check-up today and is doing well. He can quit tRaiti...his labs are normal. We expect his immunity to
drop later this week. He has periods of feeling pretty gomdtpated by vomiting out of the blue...normal | guessy Pr
that the vomiting stops so he won't need IV fluids. Ofinayers are that the things we are doing to prevent mowgh sor
work and that there will be no infections and minimal sumgioesof his immunity.

Ever just want to wake up from a bad dream? John and | wkirggtabout how this seeming nightmare has actually
awakened us to a new found reality of God's presence in eadr Its like we were asleep before and now we are more
fully awake. Nothing like being put into a position aitfbut dependence on God to wake us out of our spiritual
slumber and bring us into an awareness of God's presencevant$lib possible that rotten situations in life helgas
grsp how wide and long and high and deep is the love a$tCand to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that
we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of GogRdEans 3:18-19)

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, February 10, 2004 at 11:55 pm

John has done great today. Some nausea but no vomiting, dieeoflking on school, playing a friend's Playstation,
twinkle in his eye. I'm back seeing patients in the office. Maxpress concern and support. God, make my peace and
joy in you a contagious disease so that other broken peoptatdmit and find wholeness in you. Jesus said,l have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (Joht0)@ur family is experiencing life in Jesus in the mafst
this trial...what if others find their life in Jesus thgh it as well. Now that gives meaning to what might appebet
senseless suffering.

Thanks for praying...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, February 11, 2004 at 11:11 pm

John woke up feeling great this morning, then duringfamily Bible study as he was sucking down a power milk
shake he suddenly vomitted. Mental note: John's constant cmmpammit basin. Really, John is doing well. We
won't miss the stealth hurling, whenever it stops. Hedras $pells of feeling pretty good. It's interesting tohoe
easily | trust God with my soul for eternity, but tingthim with life during these short years on earth isuggte...go
figure. If | can't trust God with John's well-being aridfa¢ other details of life now, I'd better find a differanswer
for my eternal destiny. Trust in the Lord with all yoealt and lean not on your own understanding; in all yousway
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. (Pbev&b,6)

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil
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Posted Friday, February 13, 2004 at 6:35 pm

John is feeling good! Eating well, no vomiting, sleepiell, cheerful. Plugging away at school, Bible quizzing, and a
Star Wars novel. His white blood count is low as expecteds Heincreased risk of infection meaning no group
activities, lots of hand washing, and prayer. Pray withhashis counts come up quickly for his safety and so he can get
his next dose of chemo planned Feb. 23. No other sigrastf chemo side effects...thanks God. God's peace is here.

We know everything is going to be OK because God is in aloatid He loves us...He loves John. The world offers up
guite a menu of things to run to for comfort. Blessatigsman who makes the Lord his trust, who does not ihet
proud, to those who turn aside to false Gods. (PsalM$ BBave withessed people in crisis running any directiandou
Jesus, and finding only increased desperation and brokennessnérto Jesus brings us the life and wholeness we
need and desire.

God is answering your(our) prayers... heart-felt thanks...
Phil

Posted Monday, February 16, 2004 at 8:39 pm

John had blood tests today and his white blood courtdis to normal, he has had no mouth sores, and his energy and
appetite are rebounding...answered prayer anyone? In anticipBliznhair falling out, he and two friends buzzed off
their hair today. We're looking for some non-toxic markerss€alp graffitti. We have an appointment with a surgeon
and an oncologist in Indy on Thursday. Otherwise we ardrigdhward to settling into a nonmedical mode until the
next chemo blast next week. We would love to see that tumgekhbp... we'll keep you posted.

As we come off the sprint of the last couple of weeks I'm ogrto realize that this is a marathon we're looking at and
we need to keep a marathoner's mindset. Part of that is nahglatkafter we have come up a steep hill. Be
self-controled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls aroikedd roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1 Peter
5:8) On the level ground, where it is tempting to coast,atl the more important to not drop our guard, rememgeri
that our enemy never rests...and be totally obsessed with Jesus

God bless you for upholding us in your prayers...
Phil

Posted Thursday, February 19, 2004 at 8:00 pm

John and | spent the day seeing two doctors in Indy. Bk li$oa pediatric oncologist. We visited for a bit and then he
reviewed John's xrays with a radiologist. They think nodghe small nodules on John's lungs might be
histoplasmosis...a common infection in farm country and le@snHe has one larger one on his right lung they are also
wondering about... we're going to run some more testslepaitests to John's delight. Then Dr Rougraff is the
oncologic orthopedist. After discussing the options, tsbiom miraculous healing, the best option will be a
rotationplasty...amputating the knee and bringing up theedokise as a new knee...but before connecting everything
they rotate the foot to face backwards so everything will bighd He says they do this more in Europe for kids who
want to be able to keep playing soccer. The other options haedimdations on activity and more complications. As
this doctor is trying to discribe all the different opscemd their limitations... John keeps saying forget thattemhe
launches into all the plans he has for his fake leg.

John's ready to go...but first three more rounds of cHerayy. How can | ever doubt God. He who did not spare his
own Son, but gave him up for us all - how will he nebaklong with him, graciously give us all things (Romu32)
This verse argues from the greater (giving his son) teeteel (giving us all things). This resonates with me aharfat
The Father heart of God was willing to even give his soen.&v the cross. How can | doubt God's good intentions
toward us...his kids. | can trust the Father heart of God.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Sunday, February 22, 2004 at 10:05 pm
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Had a busy day today going to church and then driving tthS®end to visit Laura's dad who is to have open-heart
surgery tomorrow. Please pray for him, Bill Carter. He hiadagionship with Jesus and is not afraid to die, but he
would love to have more time to serve the Lord. John dtAftsids tomorrow at home in preparation for starting
chemo Tuesday. Laura obviously feels torn between the two.wibtaiso have a PET scan tomorrow to evaluate the
nodules in his lungs.

Those of you who have seen John can attest to his peace irrdh&dothe Lord is good. His love endures forever. His
faithfulness continues to all generations. (Psalms 100%Iwords like forever and all. Words | don't have to wand
about or qualify. Forever includes yesterday, today, and tomoAll generations include Dad Carter, Laura, and John.
Doubt and fear have no root in the promises of scriptureenBed reveals his true nature and puts to rest our fears.

Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Monday, February 23, 2004 at 10:36 pm

Hey everyone, Dad has been bugging me to get on the web armbpeshing. NOW, is probably the best time for me
to say something because it is the only day(since chemo.)féetgood enough to type something other than
commands for a computer game. | have been anticipating all weekartcchbmo tomorrow, but | thank you for all
your prayers because when | turn my eyes toward Jesus..albtheand fear are shrunk down to a tiny smudge on the
computer screen(l came up with that analogy all my self :-hgmng you are praying is a huge encouragement to
me...God is with me everyday.

Somewhere in Matthew Jesus said not to worry about tompamsivthat verse has stuck with me this entire adventure.
| recently read 2 Corinthians 12:9 God's power is made pénfectakness | really understand that verse now and thank
God again and again for his strength. Thank you all so fimugiraying and supporting me.

In Christ(and that is where | intend to stay)
John Chase

Posted Tuesday, February 24, 2004 at 9:54 pm

Such a day of good news!
My father came through his triple by-pass heart surgery amdasering. My sisters tell me he is talking and up. Thank
you, LORD, for extending his life. Thank you, friends;, praying for him and me.

Phil and Johnny are bunking in the hospital tonight. Kedo the wonders of laptop computers, Phil spent the day
doing his taxes at Johnny's bedside, while Johnny killewt cells all day with chemo.

Another dose of good news came today. The PET scan done yestenuaystrated a lot of cancer activity in Johnny's
leg, as expected, but showed no similar activity in his lUMgsare not out of the woods, but it is very likely it
spots in Johnny's lungs are not cancer. We are cautious,pgftihaince this significantly increases the likelihood for
cure.

Thank you dear friends for standing with us in prayer! ViEOKV the comfort of our LORD, deeper than ever before.
And you, His Hands and Feet, have supported us with hubgsia@als and comforting words and notes in the mail that
come at just the right time. Thank you for walking with us

Finally, I'd like to stop a misconception out there. Somgafwho read this have commented on how strong we are.
Let me clue you in up front. All my education, experience, anisdconfidence, etc. lasted all of about 5 minutes after
Johnny's diagnosis. | am a heap of cooked spaghetti orotite There is no strength here. Anything strong you see is
purely Jesus. And He's there for you, too.

Laura

Posted Wednesday, February 25, 2004 at 11:01 pm
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John slept much of yesterday and today. The medications hie getvent side effects makes him sleepy and when he
wakes he feels pretty good. Dr. Hill is really pleased with i@l he is handling all this...thank you God for answered
prayer!!

This PET scan result has been an interesting aside to me jauhiey. | know that clean lungs raises the odds of cure
in this disease, but honestly, does it really matter if'§dbngs are clear or not? It is a nice little glimmer ofenfgy a
cure for John...and we all pray for that...like children plegaith their daddy. But where must we place our hope.
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed witlé? Put your hope in God, for | will yet praise him, my
Savior and My God. (Psalms 42:5) A downcast and distusbabis the soul of a man who puts his hope in anything
but God. | can't put my hope in a cure for John. | camyubope in God...he's proven his love through Chiill.do
what's right.

Thank you for praying...
Phil

Posted Saturday, February 28, 2004 at 8:04 pm

John and | came home from the hospital yesterday. He slept@@budf the time during the chemo and he has decided
he prefers that to being awake and nauseous. He's pretty padped m good spirits. He'll get 1Vs every night

through the weekend to keep him hydrated. Thanks for prégimgotection for his good cells while we beat-up the
cancer cells. Our whole family is reaping the benefits of yoayers...God is here and He is close.

Yesterday | woke early with a worship song on my minidpéi’er know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross
As | looked at my son sleeping on the bed nearby, lips pabeon his bald head, IV's running into him....I thougw

| dispise what cancer has done to my son. Then God remindéhhiee took my cancer (sin) and put it on his son.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so thatrinve might become the righteousness of God (2 Corirghian
5:21) There is a lot of talk about the suffering of Chiist what of God the Father watching his son beaten, ddodi
hung on the cross as my sins were paid for. Out of lavené& God chose...he chose to allow his son to suffer so my
problem with sin could be taken care of. May the small pergialof this trial with my son drive me to the loving

arms of my God who withheld nothing that | might get gtheng.

Thanks for praying...
Phil

Posted Sunday, February 29, 2004 at 2:57 pm

Hey, everybody. Johnny will now exit Internet silence. Thig tiings | remember from being in the hospital are
reading my book the first day and watching the movie Batn@asdhond or third day. It's funny what happens when
you are drugged enough to sleep three days away, so if yodhgguibt to Batman don't ask me. | only remember the
part where he gets the Bat Signal.

Resting in the Lord is a very strange phrase. | was realingest the hospital, but it's difficult to rest at honying in
bed, wondering about what is happening to the cancer. I'd jasteteep through this entire thing, than have to
function through it, like doing school. All | can reallg tbday is thank all of you for your prayers and lettereyTare
SO encouraging.

Johnny
Posted Wednesday, March 3, 2004 at 11:42 pm

John is getting to the tail end of the chemo related vompittirdoesn't hurt when he puts weight on his bad leg now
which is a good sign that the tumor is responding tortvelat. He isn't supposed to be putting weight on it becduse o
the risk of fracturing his weakened bone and causing sprehd afrhor...his mother was not shy about reminding him
of this when he announced that he was painfree. Next hurdiesythé are low white cell counts, possible mouth sares,
and risk of infection for the next five days or so...thaiokgpraying.

1/18/2008 5:30 P!



Update for Johnny Chase file:///C:/Downloads/Johnnychase.org/newsite.

14 of 71

John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

John's attitude and faith remain inspiring. Jesus saidj$eyou, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealedatliéte thildren.' I'm taking notes on John. He is so
good at resting in the Lord and his promises. | woray kie hasn't known the Lord as long as | have...that heésp't
spiritually mature. Hmmm, seems to be an advantage rather tlzendigdp. Oh God, give me childlike faith in you.

Phil

Posted Friday, March 5, 2004 at 7:20 pm

John's white count dropped as expected...lots of hand waahihgo excursions out of the house for a few days now.
John has had a couple of mouth sores, but as soon as he tiashesth out with some nasty antibiotic rinse they
dissappear. His energy and spirits are good. Our familfirgbtlibs at scalp graffitti. The markers are water soluble so
there will be plenty of creative opportunities...we really nedtbve a contest for most creative entry.

Whom have | in heaven but you? And earth has nothing ledesgides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is
the strength of my heart and my portion forever. (Psaln#5736) What does it mean to have God as my portion. If
many ordinary treasures are denied me | will be content. Gnif &llowed to have them, the enjoyment of them will
never be necessary to my happiness. Or if | must see therwijcsdarcely feel a sense of loss since | have the source
of all satisfaction, pleasure, and delight...| have God asariipp. (stolen from Tozer)

A good solid trial has a way of testing these things. el@en found wanting...but I'm moving in the right diacti
with God's help.

Grateful for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, March 9, 2004 at 6:24 am

John's white blood count is back up and we all breath ao$igtlief...especially John who is sick of being home-bound
and hand washing. He had only minimal mouth sores and fealfygood. He has tests Friday to see how his hearing,
kidneys, and heart are holding up through this. Judgingddecreased swelling and absence of pain in his knee the
tumor is responding well to treatment. He remains cheedukn during school.

Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desiof your heart. (Psalms 37:7) What an interesting verse.
What comes first and what is to be my focus...delightirtgen_ord. What is the promised result? | know some®f th
desires of my heart are not God-pleasing and are unlikelygivée to me by God. | also know that as | pour myself
into delighting in the Lord, He will transform all the @es of my heart into ones that He is pleased to give me. | need
only preoccupy myself with delighting in the Lord and tnay desires and their fulfilment to Him.

Delighting in God's answers to prayer and in your prayeisun behalf...
Phil

Posted Friday, March 12, 2004 at 9:04 pm

John and | spent the day at the hospital getting tests. YWogd news and bad news. His hearing hasn't been affected
by the chemo and his blood tests look great. The heart anelykiest results won't be read until monday. The test for
histoplasmosis was negative...meaning the nodules on ks éra still of uncertain origin...I'm glad its no mystiry
God...we'll let Him carry it. John feels great and is sleepirgg tonight at a buddy's house and then Saturday night wi
his brother at Taylor U...time to romp while he feels good.

...we take captive every thought to make it obedient to CfRi§lorinthians 10:3-5) My actions and very being are
dominated by my thoughts. Where | allow my mind to ga ¢g®od test of my commitment to Christ. | understod th
before cancer but now | am realizing that everyday is filled fwitks in the road for my thought life. As | decide
between worry and Christ, or fear and Christ, or selfaity Christ, or bitterness and Christ, or doubt and Chirism
finding the road toward Christ gives life and peace. Whilether alternatives are tempting they ultimately lead to
death. | choose life.
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Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, March 16, 2004 at 10:06 am

Sleep deprived from two overnights away from home this weekagsdeft John looking foward to his four day nap at
the hospital this week during his chemotherapy. | hookedupito 1Vs at home this morning to hydrate him for the
start of chemo tomorrow at Lutheran hospital. Several ohgwe asked what the game plan is right now. Here is what
we know so far:

John needs two more weeks of chemotherapy. Then in late &psilll(barring a miracle) have an amputation of his
knee at which time his ankle will be moved up and rotatedsstwés point backwards. His ankle will then function as
his knee joint. Later he'll be fitted with an artificial loweg/foot. After recovering from the surgery for a couple of
weeks he will have some more chemotherapy (don't really knowrhak more). Tests along the way help define the
treatment course. Right now his knee swelling is nearly gothdaimas no pain there which are signs that the cancer is
responding to treatment. At surgery they will take a closs¢ & the tumor to gauge response. Thank you for your
concern and prayers. John is doing great in his attitudeaithd.fGod is near!

Truth be known, my heart yearns for my old pre-cancer life.sense in denying it. By the same token | recognize that
through this God has awakened in me a dormant yearningdaritkg Him and this is the path toward that end. ...let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us figy@sron Jesus... (Hebrews 12:1,2) This is not the path |
would choose but it is clearly the path marked out for mam@nthmily. Now is the time to persevere and fix our eyes
on Jesus.

Thanks for your prayers on our behalf...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, March 17, 2004 at 9:18 pm

John is snoozing away his hospitalization...punctuatedeogrtrel torture of being awakened every 2 hours for an
output measurement. We got some good news that his kidneyeart are not showing ill effects of the chemo
drugs...thank you God! If all goes as planned he will bEassdd from the hospital Friday.

| was expressing to Laura a while back that | feel disorientedtifies are upset, perspectives are different, | feel off
balance. As we talked | began to realize that rather than disoggthis trial is having the effect of correcting my
orientation. When all was comfortable, it was hard not téesetis a citizen of the world and feel at home in this life.
Scripture points out that the more appropriate posturesigplp of faith is that of an alien and stranger in the w¢tld.
Peter 2:11, Hebrews 11:13) Home is heaven and in the mean windald expect a certain unsettled feeling, like that
of a traveler in a foreign land. | suppose a case could be madedtiktgs should be waving if the world is feeling too
much like home.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Sunday, March 21, 2004 at 4:28 pm

John got back from the hospital Friday. He says he can't reengh#bhospital stay even though he was up every 2
hours for outputs and had a few short conversations. Ahergs great. He's occasionally vomiting and feels tired but
his attitude remains good. He gets hooked up to 1Vs at nigh the vomiting stops. He'll have a few blood tekts t

week but otherwise not much medical. Thank you for your psethat his good cells be protected while the cancer cells
croak, no mouth sores, protection from infection whileitisiunity is low, and his continued faith and strength in
Christ.

Because you are my help, | sing in the shadow of your w{iRgalms 63:7) That's our family. What a great word
picture of baby chicks under the wings of our Father. Nsitguotected and secure but singing.

Thanks for your contined prayers...
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Phil
Posted Friday, March 26, 2004 at 8:16 pm

John has been post-chemo vomiting the last few days, buh@das started obediently eating for his mom. He says an
ice cream sundae tastes like water, and he has no hunger... irhagihts white blood cells are low, as expected, so
we pray that he gets no infections or mouth sores nowolia the Lord is evident to all...thank you God foutbing
John.

Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may seeliegnd to shame, for you, O Lord, have helped me and
comforted me. (Psalms 86:17) While immediate miraculous hefaintphn would be my first choice for a sign of
God's goodness, God continuously showers signs gioleidness on our family. Pinned down for specifics, | could
write a book, but right at the top of the list would b&dG close abiding with John. As we walk this journeywim,

he's the one taking the beating, and God showers on him goadielence, and peace. Another huge sign of God's
goodness is the love and support extended to us by diaefstime someone says to us I'm praying it's like soothing
ointment on an open wound. Thank you, God, for sign®of goodness.

Thanks for praying...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, March 30, 2004 at 6:49 am

John's blood test today showed his white count is cligiltint unfortunately he has developed anemia. The anemia
requires a blood transfusion tomorrow. He is also garftave an MRI and a Cat Scan tomorrow. The MRI is of his
leg to evaluate the tumor in preparation for surgery (optwhent a miraculous healing by God). The Cat Scan is of
his chest to get a better look at the nodules (or lack of thlrhip continues in good humor and just goes with tive fl
We talk often of not worrying about tomorrow and notiggtsloppy spiritually.

Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for hgassions never fail. They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22,23) Thdughkl weak and tired - no matter what the storm may bring -
God's great love will sustain me...l will not be consunkézifeels my pain; He'll carry the load for me; He really does
care... His compassions never fail. Every morning they are.m@aver running out, never exhausted... | don't have to
wonder if they will be with me today like they were with nesterday and tomorrow will be the same. | can depend on
Him, first and foremost, without qualification or hesibati..great is His faithfulness. I'm so glad | know God.

Thank you for praying...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, March 31, 2004 at 11:15 pm

John's transfusion went well. He got home with pinker chaeigpromptly started jumping rope with his sistersitequ

a feat when you are supposed to stay off one of your legsMRi of his leg showed some response to the Chemo but
was short of the hoped for miraculous response. His che§idaathowever showed no nodules other than one small
one and the irregularity near his esophagus that they dowinhds. In other words the multiple small nodules seen
before no longer show on Cat Scan. This is good that ikapmkared but bad that they were most likely cancer. After
his surgery John will need an aggressive course of Chernrodio those little buggers off for good. I'll see if | tayet
John to post something in the near future...he's doewf.gr

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably (infinitely)nmthan all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and hri€t Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and eveehAm
(Ephesians 3:20, 21) How's your immagination? Mine raia form, especially when my asker is engaged talking to
my Heavenly Daddy. There's no question in my mind...Helé abis power that makes him so capable is also at work
within us. And the bottom line...His glory...not mynaiort.

Thanks for praying...
Phil
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Posted Sunday, April 4, 2004 at 8:12 pm

John takes his fourth run of chemotherapy this week...Tugsdaygh Friday. He'll snooze the week away. Surgery is
tenatively scheduled for the last week of the month. We actoglhot to do a lot of thinking about that...trustimgt
God's grace will be there for us when we need it. God's preaadagrace are here each day and if we let our thoughts
drift to the future we are quickly reminded why it is beshot go there. That is one of the life lessons that isgbainis
trial.

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to recieve glory and hand power, for you created all things, and by your will
they were created and have their being. (Revelation 4:11) Théhamibable relation between me and God is full
lordship on His part and complete submission on my pavte him everything in my power to give him. They are,

after all, His to begin with. They only exist because He tillde only created them for His glory. Only grief lies in
giving to Him anything less than everything. And in t@airender my life as a Christian ceases to be complicated and
becomes the essense of simplicity.

Thank you for your concern and prayers...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, April 7, 2004 at 9:33 pm

This session of chemotherapy is going well. Even on diags is pleasant and good natured. John's kidneys are
showing some shaddows suggesting the formation of sogeskainey stones. Everyone is scratching their heads since
this is not typical of this chemo routine so he will hayesa Scan of them tomorrow to look closer. | spoke with the
surgeon today and he has reviewed the newest MRI of Johrtédesgid the changes he sees in the tumor are the type
he would expect of a tumor that is responding well to tredtmdier surgery they can more precisely gauge the
response of the tumor. The clearing of John's lungs isaade@d sign. We penciled in April 27 as the surgery date. It
feels good to have a date...on the other hand...yuck!

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in thegbaihitdbirth right up to the present time. Not only
so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of theitSgioan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as,son
the redemption of our bodies. (Romans 8:22,23) Thishaaldefinitely brought home the reality of inward groamisg
we await the redemption of our bodies. These physical shelisagile, temporary, and flawed. I'm so glad we have a
hope for better to come for eternity.

Thanks for your concern and prayers...
Phil

Posted Saturday, April 10, 2004 at 11:30 pm

John got released from the hospital Friday morning anddk to the vomiting routine. Pray that his stomach willesett
quickly. The Cat Scan of his kidneys showed no kidney stdrresshadows were left-over dye from previous x-rays.
John and | got a little shock when we asked for specifidseotthiemo plans after surgery. We thought it was 4 more
treatments...turns out it is 12 more. He'll finish upl Mecember if all goes as planned. He's a little down about that.
hadn't really pursued specifics about post-surgery chemo lpg@asise it was hard to see past surgery. He knew it might
be more than 4 but 12 was quite a shock. Pray for our patigticthis process and perseverance. | won't miss this
yucky feeling in my stomach...just keep running to Jesesphe who died and rose from the dead to give us life to the
full.

Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his footstoolisheoly. (Psalms 99:5) My reaction to life reveals who bats
exalted in my life. What do | exalt and before what footsshall | bow? Personal ambition, money, self comfort,
human love,...God must not take second place to anythingeiism and a severe lack of better alternatives has a
way of bringing a guy right to God's footstool in wiip and surrender. Oh God, be exalted above all my earthly
affections.

Thank you for your prayers and have a blessed Easter...oor ansen...
Phil

1/18/2008 5:30 P!



Update for Johnny Chase file:///C:/Downloads/Johnnychase.org/newsite.

18 of 71

John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

Posted Tuesday, April 14, 2004 at 6:16 pm

John has stopped vomiting and we are thankful. Despite gphligrguts out for three days he still managed to joke
around, announcing the steak tasted just as good coming Wbyamatling has become cold and efficient. Humor is
good medicine. It's not that we never get down, but we kmaivto park there, and whom to run to when we are low.
We know that God is in control, he loves us, and he has@dmarpose for all of this. We are so blessed to have a
relationship with him. You can pray that as John's whitedkell counts drop that he'll be protected from infection and
mouth sores. Also, as we get closer to surgery...

When my heart was grieved and my spirit embitterred, | waggmssand ignorant; | was a brute beast before you. Yet
| am always with you; you hold my by my right hand. Yguwide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me
into glory. (Psalms 74:21-24) I'm not much better lo#fit a stupid animal when my heart and spirit aren't righL.tés

my attention to God, no matter what the circumstance, | realtda¢his right there, holding my hand, guiding me along
the way. And oh never forget...the hope of glory. Earth lieaven and | shouldn't be surprised when it doesn'tiKkeel |

it.

Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Friday, April 16, 2004 at 11:41 pm

Hi everyone, this is Johnny finally getting around to sgyomething. Dad has already written about what is happening
medically with me so | will just give you a brief updatetmw | am feeling. | am in high spirits for the most phttt

my throat is really sore so please pray that it gets betteth&a®8:20b (And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age) would probably be the best description déeliyngs for the future. Jesus is with me and will stay wit

me so | don't have to fear the future. I'm a little disapieainthough, because my blood counts are so low | can't go to
the Quiz Invitational (at my own church) Friday and Saturtlegin’t wait to quiz with the Ducks again!

I now understand how Christians with life-threateningefiges can seem so happy; it is Jesus shining through their
weaknesses that gives them such peace and joy, because | can tedsgoof s on the hot seat aren’t just naturally
happy people. Well, thanks for all your prayers and | wjltd put up another post before surgery.

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Monday, April 19, 2004 at 10:59 pm

John's counts are coming back up. He got a sore throabhikisd a few small mouth sores but otherwise things have
been uneventful. He says next summer he plans to be the ultiangtenimal after this year of sitting around and
medical busy-ness. John's oncologist is pleasantly surfyskdw few mouth sores he has had. We shared our rituals
with him and then there is that army of people praying. Tlyankso much. | have often commented to others that our
family is reaping the harvest of seeds that others are sowingrdoehalf. If John is not healed it won't be for lack of
prayer. It's humbling and sweet to know others are liftimgnames to the Father.

As great as it is to know others are praying for us.. srapeveals that we have some other heavy hitters interceeding
for us before the Father. The Spirit himself interceeds favithsgroans that words cannot express... Christ Jesus, wh
died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at tH# hignd of God and is also interceeding for us. (Romans
8:26,34) | don't know much about how this prayer thimgks. | do know that scripture tells us to do it, Jdsosself

often did it, God listens when we do it, | have never heasdimeone doing it too much, and the more | do it the
sweeter it gets.

Thank you for praying...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, April 21, 2004 at 11:43 pm
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John's counts are up and he's feeling strong physicallypéitdally. He is anemic and will need a blood transfusion to
pump him up before surgery. Little by little all the det&ilshis surgery are falling into place...less than a week away.
Every day we are ministered to by the Lord through his paigouch, by our friends, and even by people we don't
know all that well. Every day he gives us opportunity toister to others because of this trial.

As | make arrangements for John's surgery | wrestle witHictomg thoughts. | have no doubt that God could heal John
in an instant, and | often ask him for that...no surgawsydisfiguring a beautiful body, a no-brainer for lotprdise and
honor to God. It feels odd to be asking my Father forithatediate miraculous healing, fully expecting that he may do
just that, and yet make preparations for surgery. Surgetwisusly plan B on my list. Oh, the depth of the ricbes

the wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable his judgn@erd his paths beyond tracing out. Who has
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his couns@® has ever given to God, that God should repay him?
For from him and through him and to him are all thirigshim be the glory forever. Amen (Romans 11:33-36) OK...
let God be God...he knows best...he'll do what's rigélp Ifhe God to embrace your plan whatever it may be. As long
as | have breath, | will praise the name of the Lord.

Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Sunday, April 25, 2004 at 7:37 pm

Surgery is scheduled Tuesday. Here's one dad who will benpokird at his son's knee Tuesday morning before
anyone else touches it. I'm so glad we know the Lord. Thetevisusly some apprehension in our house about John's
surgery but no dispair. We know that we can trust Goa tihe right thing in our lives and to give us the grace for
whatever that may be.

As a parent it is a great faith builder to see God comfortamng my son as he walks a path | have never been asked by
God to walk. I'm also proud as a dad to watch my son kedpelid up and his eyes fixed on Jesus. You will keep in
perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts Tysitn the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is

the Rock eternal. Isaiah 26:3-4.

Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Monday, April 26, 2004 at 10:41 pm

10:30 A.M. is when my surgery starts, | am not very excitéaough this entire day | have been trying not to think
about tomorrow or what is coming, it is so hard natdont the hours or think about how this will be the tiasé | will

get to feel my left knee. The only way | can keep from beingwdveimed is to hold on to Jesus with both hands, he is
supporting me and caring for me. He hasn't yet given me #doe §or tomorrow, but I know that he will give me the
strength when | need it. My desire is for complete healirad,tdmorrow there would be no operation and this whole
nightmare would end, but | understand that God may haveex pkth (I hope he doesn't) for me and that there are
places | can go with 1 and 1/2 legs that | could never go2vitHease pray for tomorrow and thank you all who have
been praying.

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Tuesday, April 27, 2004 at 5:07 pm

The day started early with a trip to St. Vincent's Hospit#hdianapolis. After a quick check of John's knee it was
obvious to all of us what God's answer was about the suggestion. We prayed with Dr. Rougraff, the surgeon, and
sent John off to surgery about 11:30. We got periodicrédle updates through the day while several friends sat with
us. Surgery finished at 4:15 pm. Dr. Rougraff said hedtoiLihave been more pleased with how it all went. We thank
God for his perfect will and his mercy at every step.

Thanks for your prayers that supported us through fffisudt day...

Phil and Laura
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Posted Tuesday, April 27, 2004 at 10:32 pm

Johnny's surgery started about 5 minutes ago. Corrieanedstill going to our classes today, but we periodically check
our answering machines for news. As soon as we hear any nemi# p@st it for everyone to read.

'For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORRn%to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to giueayo
hope and a future.' (Jeremiah 29:11) Even with everythingstiappening, God has given us a peace that he is in
control of everything and will work it out for his gipand our good. Thank you so much for your prayers. Welieel
Lord's comfort even among the cornfields of Upland, Indiana.

Taylor and Corrie

Posted Wednesday, April 28, 2004 at 11:09 pm

John is doing well. He is sleeping alot and his pain i$ eegitroled with an epidural. He's relieved surgery is dong, an
is at peace with this whole deal. He has been up on his gobfbfa short walk and sits up on the edge of his bed
periodically. We are really pleased with his progress and couragecan pray for speedy healing, good pain relief,
full recovery of the nerves that were traumatized in surgery,dredbm infection (he has a slight fever right now),
and early release from the hospital. Also pray that he wouldtisegyes on Jesus as he walks this journey.

One of the surgical techs told me that before they put Joleep he was calm and said, I'm not afraid, Jesus is right
here with me. So God says no to keeping the leg but yeg somexperiencing intimacy with Christ. This makes me
cry....tears of sorrow mixed with unbridled joy. Life witesus truely gives us a crown of beauty instead of asbes| th
of gladness instead of morning, a garment of praise insteadpfit of dispair. We will be called oaks of
righteousness, a planting of the Lord, for the displayi®bplendor. (Isaiah 61:3)

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Friday, April 30, 2004 at 7:22 am

John walked a few hundred feet yesterday while | tagged alohgnguss IV pole, ready to steady him if needed. He
vomits regularly from the medicine in the epidural (I thibkj it controls his pain so well he hardly cares. He sleeps
most of the time...I try not to wish the days away becaaseénjoying the rare pleasure of time standing still.

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteousaitrend are safe. (Proverbs 18:10) Sitting in the rootn wi
John's broken little body the only safe escape from the ssatme Lord. All | need to do is run to him.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Friday, April 30, 2004 at 10:10 pm

John walked several hundred yards today. His pain was wetbtemhuntil his epidural catheter fell out and then things
got pretty desparate until they got him switched over totemaltive pain reliever. He's comfortable now. The doctor
says he may go home Sunday if we can control his pain witkitsuand if the pesky fever that appears each morning
goes away....please pray toward that end with us. The Lorthgestto comfort us each day.

| read today that we come to Jesus in our suffering loakitdor a pathway out of hardships but for a pathwayhigo

presence. Is it possible that knowing Jesus more intimageBuse of a trial is better than being delivered from that

trial? Perhaps this is what Paul is getting at when he watedight and momentary troubles are achieving for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. (2 Corinthan3¥My flesh screams for relief from the trial...my soul cries
out to know Christ more. It appears that this trial gdllon for a bit...I anticipate that my soul will experiencei€ilin

a fresh and glorious way.

Thank you for your concern and prayers...
Phil
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Posted Saturday, May 1, 2004 at 11:59 pm

Very tough day today. John is either sleeping from the riascot in some level of pain from moderate to severe.
Unfortunately he can't sleep all the time because he must gdtlmed and walk periodically and eat for strength and
healing. Its my job to make sure he does these...so I'theatost popular guy in the room much of the time. The
doctors are working to adjust his oral pain meds so he chAnrge tomorrow. Please pray for good relief of his pain
and the ability to deal well with the pain when he has it.rféhab road often isn't easy so he's going to need a good
dose of grace as he continues this journey. We're so gladdgsd'dwaste pain...we're confident he has a purpose for
all of this, though it's hard to see sometimes fromwhigage point.

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal gtofyhrist, after you have suffered a little while, will higtfs
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. (13&@&rWell | could do without the after you have suffered a
little while part, but the rest is good...uh... appareB@tiyg thinks it is all good. John and | are looking fowarthe less
ouchy part of this plan. God promises that he himselfregitore us and make us strong, firm and steadfast. We'll be
able to look back on the suffering and say...it was jusi@While...and it was good.

Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Sunday, May 2, 2004 at 20:26 pm

John got home today. His pain is well controlled but he ameally vomits his medicine up making it tricky to giverhi
his medicine and keep it down. Pray that the vomiting wstdd and for continued good healing and pain control. So
nice to be together as a family again. Much to be thankful for..

Thank you for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, May 4, 2004 at 10:23 pm

| started John on IV fluids tonight. So far he has beemtalkeep his pain meds down and has been practically painfree
but he has kept little food or liquids down otherwiseis&fternoon he's not even kept fluids down so the 1Vhvelp

keep him from dehydrating and | can give some IV meds forgaaBo far so good. Over the next few days we will be
able to taper off some of the pain meds and hopefully hig/ifjigettle. His attitude is good for the most part aedsh
adjusting to his new anatomical layout well. He can pretty ngoclvhere ever he wants.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endime=ver. (Psalms 118:1) In a little over three short mohtael
like we have been through a hurricane. Sure, God has answeredfsmmg@rayers with a no... but it gives me great
confidence for the future to know that through it all my hesastill thankful to God... | can still shout thaethord is
good... and | know beyond a doubt that his love will néaitus because it endures forever.

God bless you for standing with us and praying...
Phil

Posted Thursday, May 6, 2004 at 9:53 pm

John is having minimal pain now and off all pain meds extglginol and Aleve. He's busy plugging away at school
work and does laps around the house to get back in shapeoffifiang is gone and he's obediently eating for his
mother. God has blessed him with a desire to see the bigepagtlife instead of focusing on his personal losses. We
talk a lot at home...this is new to all of us and we wabgtteachable students. No chemo for 10 more days and John
sees the surgeon in a week. Each day...every breath...whatrargitébd.

Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your trugive me an undivided heart, that | may fear your name.
(Psalms 86:11) A teachable spirit, that's my desire. | apasity decieved by my flesh, the world, and the devil. My
internal wrestling with God's plan and my yearning for marns$ evidence of a divided heart. Oh God, your way, your
truth, your glory...and for me, give me an undivided heatrt.
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Thanks for your prayers...
Phil

Posted Tuesday, May 11, 2004 at 9:48 pm

I am now two weeks out from surgery. | am doing ok lawt and then | get a jolt of pain in my leg, please pray that i
goes away. | only get to see my leg when dad changes the drédsioks pretty weird. Jesus has been so good to me
through this, when | start looking ahead at 12 more chemwosgld just cry, but when | feel that way | close my eyes and
pray to my savior that he would take my worries and he ddease spent a couple of hours re-reading some of your
letters; | have burst into tears from your support. i there typing this | can't help but feel blessed. God lessdd

me so much by giving me so many supporters. | needed yppod and you gave it to me. Thank you all for your
prayers.

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Thursday, May 13, 2004 at 9:04 pm

Mom drove me down to Indianapolis this morning (lonige); we arrived almost 45 minutes early (that has got to be a
Chase record). We sat down in the waiting room and | opened/@puizzing book. Our visit with Dr. Rougraff was
short but very positive. The first thing we found owatswthat he is going to wait another week before taking out the
staples (thank God because it looks like it is going toduefyd). The second (and best) thing he told us is that the
analysis of the removed tumor showed up as 98% DEAD. The cegiteethat were not dead looked so sickly that Dr.
Rougraff said that they would have probably died within a widék sadly still have to do 12 more chemos but at least
we now know that those evil tumor cells are being slaughteikdlbthis vomitting isn't for nothing. Mom and | I¢fe
building with big smiles on our faces and our hearts weaisipg God for such good news. Thank you all for your
prayers and supporting letters. If anyone has a good idgaifdess staple removal please let me know. A blow to the
head for unconciousness has already been recommended (by Dad).

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Sunday, May 16, 2004 at 4:33 pm

Last week and the week coming seem like a cease-fire in the waigekshwut daily for about a quarter mile hike (with

his crutches) and goes up and down the stairs in our Heseat a time. Someone lent us a wheelchair which he hasn't
used yet. God's grace to John and our family touches us\déilgn John saw his surgeon last week he was pleased
with John's progress but some of his wound isn't hgedeslo no staples out until later this week which delayed
chemotherapy a week. The pathology result of the tumor iednishowed 98% cell death of the tumor cells ( 95% or
better is considered a favorable response to chemotherapy)r@&tisesult has caused some controversy about the next
steps with John's treatment. Please pray for the doctorsgrthkise decisions. Also pray that John's wounds heal well
and that a nerve in his foot that isn't working would wajxe

The story of Lazarus is told in John 11:1-44. It's edéing that Jesus delayed his trip to help Lazarus and alldmed h
to die (verses 6, 14, 15) A friend sent us a quote frdm Riper commenting on this. How many people today - even
Christians - would murmur at Jesus for callously lettingarus die and putting Mary and Martha through the pain and
misery of those days? And if people today saw that thiswedivated by Jesus's desire to magnify the glory of God,
how many would call this harsh or unloving? What thiswshis how far above the glory of God most people value
painfree lives. For most people, love is whatever puts huslae wnd human well-being at the center. So Jesus'
behavior is unintelligible to them. But let us not tellukewhat love is. Let us not instruct Him how He shoalalus

and make us central. Let us learn from Jesus what love is atdwuhtrue well-being is. Love is doing whatever you
need to do to help people see and savor the glory of Gdadrist @rever and ever. Love keeps God central. Because
the soul was made for God.

These are truths that have come to life in our trial. Theyrge@ning and purpose to what appears on the surface to be
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needless suffering. It would seem like a cold truth weretifardwo sweet words nested in this story of Lazarus.sJesu
wept. (John 11:35) He didn't weep because he could do n@himg the situation. I'd like to think that he was moved
by the grief of his friends. He doesn't go about heartlesslyestrating the events of our lives for his glory..Hmut
grieves with us and sheds tears with us as he works opetfect and loving plan. God be glorified!

Thank you for praying....Phil
Posted Wednesday, May 19, 2004 at 9:06 pm

John should get his staples out Thursday...he isningdiward to it. Someone suggested he interview the staple
removal technician and check her references to make sure she is geettpenehced. We're going to put some
numbing cream on the wound, give him some pain medicine,ragd.po it shouldn't be too bad. Chemo is schedualed
to start Monday but the jury is still out about whatgdrto use. John has some pressure sores that need headiran..on
his heel. He plugs away at school, more motivated than evertéibeothers and sisters are done for the year. His
attitude is great. God showers him with grace for each day. Waeayet up-tight we are reminded of the simple little
lessons...don't worry about tomorrow...trust in thedlwith all your heart.

Jesus said, | am the vine, and my Father is the gardener. H#f@uery branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be ewea fruitful. (John 15:1,2) Disruptive moments in kfee
definitely times of pruning. In order for me to thrive didssom | need to be pruned from time to time. Yes, pguni
hurts but the gardener is loving and skilled. Someone onteTd® Father is never closer to the vine than when He is
pruning it. That's been my experience.

Thanks for praying...
Phil

Posted Sunday, May 23, 2004 at 10:38 pm

John's staples came out Thursday...he's glad he doesn't lggvéhtough that again...it hurt. His wounds are healing
well and he is in a cast to help protect his leg and keepdtipéinted (ballerina position) in preparation for fittinig
prosthesis after chemotherapy is done. His spirits are @minotherapy is set to start again Tuesday. The decision
has been made about what medications to use next. It has betarestiilg, make that agonizing, process. There are as
many opinions as people we talk to. The bottom line isribaine knows the right thing to do. There are extreemely
aggressive aproaches that run the risk of putting Johredmetirt transplant list because of drug toxicities but held th
promise (unproven) of better cure rates. There are less agggsseehes that make you wonder if two years later you
won't look back and wish you had done more. There is thaljdy that John is already cured or the possibility that
nothing will cure him. It's all quite maddening. Then teetieé alternative medicine options. We have asked God to
help us know what to do and he has answered with a peace abdatision.

Listen to advise and accept instruction, and in the end ybbewlise. Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the
Lord's purpose that prevails. (Proverbs 19:20-21) Thesevéiave been my refuge through this decision making time.
God knows our desire for wisdom and he will help us kméwse advise to follow. Ultimately it is God's purpdsat t

will prevail...a good purpose...a loving purpose...a psgghat will bring glory to God.

Thank you for standing with us in prayer...
Phil

Posted Wednesday, May 26, 2004 at 10:08 pm

John is about half way through this week of chemotherapyhdVe changed drugs now and have decided to go with
the original treatment plan rather than the other more aggrédaivgerous) proposals. He's still getting some high dose
poisons. You can pray in particular for protection forliiélder, brain, and bone marrow, that he won't get moudls sor
or infections, and that any remaining cancer would respomdabrient. John is cheerful, tired, and resting in God's
overflowing grace.

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trtis¢ iname of the Lord our God. (Psalms 20:7) Back in King
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David's day, chariots and horses were the premium fightoig tor battle. In this cancer battle, there are plenty of
options for fighting to win. My natural bend is to clsedhe hardest hitting most aggressive alternative in the fgar th
anything less may fail to accomplish a cure. This verse helge get my focus back to where it belongs. My trust is
not in the chemo; my trust is in the Lord. The Lord Ww#élthe one who heals John...or not. I'm glad we have cheino, b
I'm more glad we have a Loving Almighty God.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Saturday, May 29, 2004 at 8:33 pm

John got out of the hospital Friday. He only vomiteccernand was awake and interacting with the world about half the
time. This new medication seems less hard on him but he fe#g washed out right now at home...Please pray for a
quick return of his energy, freedom from mouth sorespfezfions, and a continued focus on Jesus as the source of his
joy and peace. God is so faithful to give us peace as long le®kvtd him for it.

In the midst of a trial it is normal and right to cry ¢aiGod for relief. But we can't and shouldn't make that the
dominant theme of our lives as we wait on God for his andBuerl have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned
child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul withe. (Psalms 313:2) The dominant theme of our lives in and
out of trials needs to be satisfaction with relationship @ibd. As | slog through this muddy water of John'serh

am finding that God is enough...my soul is satisfiedim.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Wednesday, June 2, 2004 at 9:11 pm

John is recovering quickly from this round of chemo. étisrgy is back, he's plugging away at school and Bible
quizzing, he's cheerful,...life is good. His white bloodrtas down so we are praying that he won't get infected twon'
get any mouth sores, and his counts will recover quicklyly®asd rest in God's peace and run to Him when it isn't here.

All the days ordained for me were written in your book keefare of them came to be. (Psalms 139:16) Even before our
birth God had a plan for our lives. | find much more catrif@cing this current storm in our lives to God's heaitier

than to some random misfortune of life. Knowing that @ddve perfected and that He is in control allows me to rest

in a peace beyond understanding.

Thanks for praying...Phil

Posted Saturday, June 5, 2004 at 10:34 pm

John's feeling good even though his white count and heimagloe low. All that means is that he needs to limit contact
with others to prevent infections...he has no mouth sBieglso may need a transfusion before his next chemotherapy.
God has blessed him with a wonderful attitude which malkesgé#sier for all of us. He's working hard on finishing up
school (two weeks to go) and Bible quizzing (he has a tourrtame&hweekend). A day doesn't go by without an
encouragement card arriving in the mail. We receive daily reminggrsnany are lifting us up in
prayer...humbling...speechless.

A quick update on Laura's dad. He has recovered from his surgapletely and feels much better than he has for
months. He is grateful for your prayers on his behalf arats we.

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; talsd in me. (John 14:1) Some of Jesus' words to hgpbis on
their final night together before he was crucified. The answaittoubled heart...trust in God. The cause of a troubled
heart...misplaced trust and/or lack of trust in God. Is tBogtworthy? If he isn't | need a different God.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Wednesday, June 9, 2004 at 11:00 pm
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Quizzing finals is this weekend; | hope | have studied endwyh.still working on getting confortable at night, please
pray that | will sleep better. As for my attitude | am $tilhigh spirits due to all the support | am gettingrfrall of you

and to God's grace. As summer starts | can watch my silshivigs and ride bikes and it is kinda discouraging but |
have decided that next year | will be the ultimate party animaherand a half legs. When mom comes in from
weeding usually she says, John, | can't wait until next yganwou can help me. | think she has a next-year list for me
to do, so | may also end up being the ultimate pack horse.

Isn't it great how we get new bodies in heaven? | won't meedlk around with a fake leg there. 1 Corinthians
15:42-44 The body that is sown is perishable, it is ramsgerishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised loryg it is
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a ablbady, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natooaly,
there is also a spiritual body. Thank you all for your prayand cards.

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Sunday, June 13, 2004 at 9:48 pm

John saw the surgeon Thursday and his wounds are healingeler@®ne nerve is damaged but he thinks it will heal in
time (and prayer). John is as active as you can be with oneladsalHe is still in a cast because it fells better
immobilized for now. He and his sisters had quiz meet thiskend...they won second and will go to a national
competition next month. He remains cheerful and goes withighgrient flow. Tomorrow starts another round of
chemotherapy.

Praise the Lord. How good it is to sing praises to cagt, Bow pleasant and fitting to praise him! (psalms 147htge
words struck me in this verse...good, pleasant, and fitind what are these words describing? Praise to God. My
praise to God is not dependent on my circumstances but or&/i® He is worthy of my praise...created to the
creator...child to Father...beloved to lover. | may not alMegklike praising him, but as | praise him | experience how
good , pleasant, and fitting it is to praise him.

Thanks for your prayers....Phil
Posted Thursday, June 17, 2004 at 10:11 pm

John got home from the hospital this evening...tired@uthe edge of vomitting, but happy to be home. We are
hopeful he can bounce back as quickly as his last round of cdeeim® can attend some of cancer camp next week. It is
a special summer camp for kids with cancer to get together anddwaesfun. Thanks for also praying that he won't get
mouth sores , infections, and that his healthy tissuesivimmiprotected while the cancer gets destroyed.

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circiamees, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jeqs.
Thessalonians 5:16-18) Wow, are these commands really intileBi | claim to be in Christ Jesus these are my
goals...my calling. Some good food for thought, reflectaond flat out crying out to God for help to live the life calls
me to.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Sunday, June 20, 2004 at 9:11 pm

John vomited on and off through the weekend includingntlmmning but then was ready to go to church and off to
cancer kids' camp this afternoon. He had been unsure aboutlgsipgst week because of bad camp experiences he
has had in the past, chemo side effects, and because of his prasécdl limitations. As we talked about it |
mentioned that it might be a great oportunity to encourage stier kids in the Lord. He replied, | know dad! That is
the main reason | want to go. Pray for that soldier. Hieumity will bottom out this week, he will be at risk of
infections and mouth sores. (and pray for his parentsglthia separation)

My conversation with John reminded me of these verses. Prisetle God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comiarin all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in
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any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have recieved from @ddorinthians 1:3,4) John and our family have
indeed been comforted by God in this trial and | am confidentill continue to comfort us out of His compassion for
us. Part of the joy found during suffering is having @ipportunity to share the comfort we have recieved with oithers
their troubles.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Thursday, June 24, 2004 at 10:25 pm

We didn't hear from John this week while he was at campthistimorning when the oncology nurse called and
reported that he had a fever, chills and no white blood célksy fransported him to the hospital and started IV
antibiotics right away. Then we received John's report that eas@ blast. He was surprised how many of the teens
were bitter about their cancers...imagine that. All he was mgigsirthaving to leave early was a dance tonight...he
wasn't too upset about that. Pray for a quick recovery aftiie blood cells and resolution of this infection. Thed_o

is good!

Listen to me...you whom | have upheld since you were concianeldhave carried since your birth. Even to your old
age and gray hairs | am he who will sustain you. | have madana | will carry you; | will sustain you and | will
rescue you. ( Isaiah 46:3-4) God upholds us, sustaimesgjes us, and carries us from the womb to the tomb heamd t
comes the good part.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, June 28, 2004 at 10:35 pm

John was released from the hospital Friday so he could aftegthhdparents 50th wedding anniversary. We gave him
IV antibiotics all weekend and now that his white blood calintés up we can stop them. He's feeling good and we
have a two week break until his next course of chemotherapycmigo to the last Bible quiz invitational of this
season without a chemo hangover. It's nice to look fowaaditibe lull in the flurry of medical activity. The Lord
showers us daily with his comfort and grace as we run tddrighem.

| sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me frony élars. Those who look to him are radiant; their
faces are never covered with shame. (Psalms 34:4,5) | am reminthexbe verses not to get sloppy spiritually,
especially when it looks like things will be going easierddnit. It's natural to run to God when the heat is orwign
things cool down (like now) its easy to let things slideep seeking the Lord, keep looking to him and my face will b
radiant...| will be delivered from fear.

Thank you for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, July 5, 2004 at 4:22 pm

Here's a question: What seems to drag on and on and on? AG$WEVIOTHERAPY! You know | do not know how
those kids with leukemia survive three years of chemo. Welk$g God just gives them the grace to get through it, |
met some really neat kids at cancer camp but | also saw what cancey Hiolsswithout God. Some kids get mad at
God for cancer but because they reject the only source of graceyaiitfj@y get is their own depression and self pity.
We had a short vacation at Michindoh (family camp) last weekemidhwvas fun. Next year | will get to swim,
waterslide and run. | have another week off from chemo and amgeglod. Thank you all for praying and thank yqu
for your continued support.

In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Monday, July 12, 2004 at 11:06 pm

John had a appointment with his surgeon Thursday andgycast off. He has a pressure sore wound on his heel that
looks good but is not yet healed... meaning no swimmgtgHe also has a nerve that isn't working yet so keep praying.
The bones have healed together and he is starting a home exerdtetahdhg program to start preparing for his new
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prosthesis (maybe later this year). It has been a nice breakliemotherapy these last few weeks but tomorrow its
back to buisness at Lutheran hospital. John continues tohed@sus.

| found a verse in scripture that | go back to again and agaiow that | have read this verse dozens of times in the
past but it really resonates with my life circumstances rigiht ind so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
(1 John 4:16) My life is a bit of a mess right now.slteminder in scripture has been a great place to run to in the
brokenness. God's love for me is a fact that | know. Nigtdm| know God's love but | also rely on it...I ttius God's
love even when my feelings and life situation would callti uestion. The awesome thing is that as | turn my
attention to His love He gives me relationship with Himaywetter than a picture perfect life.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Sunday, July 18, 2004 at 11:06 pm

John was released from the hospital Thursday and we all breigih af relief...one more down...nine to go. Now we
hold on while his counts drop and pray for protectiomfinfection and mouth sores. His attitude is generally good

which makes the whole process much easier on all of us. Wewsmdinook to God for his grace in all this and He is
right here...what a great spiritual experience. We really canGrkt

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help ingrq@salms 46:1) Refuge means a quiet place to go to for
protection. Ever-present means God is easy to find ibtklHere's my testimony...God's presence and sheltering is
here and experienced...especially in this time of trouble. Anstreggth...well that's God.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Saturday, July 24, 2004 at 10:02 pm

John had a good week. No signs of mouth sores or infectitia white count should be coming up by Monday. He got
a blood transfusion Friday...its weird that this steffd routine now. We met with the guy who will be maklobn's

leg when he is ready. It is hard to find someone with expegidning the kind of prosthesis that John needs. Eric is
local, has done four previously, and is enthusiastic aboingtdiohn's case. His heel is healing slowly but surely. He
remains cheerful (for a teenager) and daily displays God's griaaek fjou God!

Jesus speaking the night before his crucifiction...| haveytmidhese things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overconeewibrld. (John 16:33) My study bible points out two
interesting contrasts in this verse...between in me and imdhéd and between peace and trouble. | experience
unexplainable peace as | abide in Christ. The world | livefar®lip some pleasures but | shouldn't be surprised when
trouble visits. Bottom line...trouble will not consume brecause Jesus has overcome the world. | am thankful for
peace! | am thankful for Jesus!

| am thankful for your prayers...Phil
Posted Sunday, August 1, 2004 at 7:06 pm

John has finished his three courses of Ifosfamide and raotg stnew drug (for him) on Monday. The routine is the
same - four or five days in the hospital, but his whitent®won't drop as much, he shouldn't be as nauseous,eand th
treatments can be given closer together. He continues to wddohier strength and flexibility. The pressure sore is
healing slowly but surely. He went to a promise-keeper eveniviekend with some friends and came back with a big
smile. He keeps facing the right direction (toward Jesus)rasi#téeps his attitude good and his faith strong.

I will not leave you as orphans. (John 14:18) What a wdalkdgromise from Jesus. The word orphan elicits feelings of
abandonment and dispair. That's not from the Lord. He hgmeatime into his family with all the rights and
priveledges of a son whose dad is God. Any perceived distarveedreie and God is from feelings that haven't yet
yielded to fact. As | meditate on fact my feelings shoulditfidihe with the truth.

Thanks for praying...Phil
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Posted Saturday, August 7, 2004 at 9:30 pm

This new chemo drug I'm getting isn't as bad as the otiférisget the drug on Monday and have to stay in the kedspi
until it all washes out. The doctors said my kidneys ar&iwgrgreat so | got out a day earlier that expected because
they got rid of the drug so fast. Getting out of Chemtyergais awesome, well, at least until Mom said | had to make up
2 days of school on Friday. | am feeling ok, this chemomwsasis bad but Mom still gave me atavan (it helps my nausea
but it makes me forget everything). Mom commented today dmwtvhen this all started she would cry when | would
hurl, but now she can eat a sandwich and carry on a conversatiog ohy retching. Dad took me to see a prosthetist
and he showed me what my leg will look like. It was coolalde said that | would be able to water ski with it as long
as | hosed it down afterward. Thank you all for still pngyand sending cards, it is touching how everyone still
remembers me through this long trial, | guess | didn‘eeixjw still receive cards 7 months into this. Please prag'l do
get any mouth sores with this new drug. God is good!

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Sunday, August 15, 2004 at 5:06 pm

John has been doing great. He quickly bounced back from treh&sb. Thankfully he didn't get any mouth sores,
vomitted very little, and really feels good physically. Heasght up with his school work (which we started up last
week), reads Star Wars novels, and is plugging away at stesigghhis foot for his prothesis. He says that he is
actually looking foward to being able to do chores againpbisgtive attitude is a daily testimony to God's love and
grace being poured out on him, the same grace available to anyonealibes their need. Tomorrow starts up his next
round of chemo...we're hoping it will go as smoothlyhaslast.

Deal with your servant according to your love and teach medanrees. (Psalms 119:124) Before John's cancer |
thought | had a pretty good handle on God. Its interestirtying through this experience to see how my undersigndin
of things about God that | thought | already understoedrarch clearer to me now. If | didn't believe that God was
dealing in love with me and my family though this cancer iilddurn my back on God and find the God that was
worthy of my attention. But knowing that God lovinglgals with me through all my experiences in life causes me to
turn to Him with a heart to know Him more. Hey | wantedtow God before all this broke loose but | am findiret th
adversity brings to light things about God that | guessdifficult to grasp without it. Now | am more hungngan ever

to know God. As sweet as relationship with God is noawticipate that in the future | will look back on my current
understanding and say | didn't quite get it then.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, August 22, 2004 at 9:10 pm

John did well with chemotherapy this week... no vomitpiggging through school, pretty cheerful except that he had
to stay until Friday because his drug levels didn't falhasds last time. There was some question about a medication
error. Six months ago my head would feel like explodirnibat happened but this time...whatever Lord, you take care of
it. 1 guess that is what surrender is all about. John'ssheelhas healed and he enjoyed the luxury of swimming in the
pond again. It didn't matter that the water was cold and themaperature 60 degrees. He came out of the water with
blue lips, shivering, and happy. A week off of chemo nomyRor no mouth sores, DEATH TO CANCER, enjoying
each day, and intimacy with Christ.

It was good for me to be afflicted so that | might learnrytecrees. (Psalms 119:71) | read once that it is the ragged
edges of life that bring us in close proximity to the téxs so true that when my feelings are low, when God seems
distant, when | want to hit the rewind button and delete sesaemy life, the words of scripture come to life with
power, comfort, and hope.

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Sunday, August 29, 2004 at 4:45 pm
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The weeks seem to tick by quickly, here we are time for anotherotherapy session. I'll plug John into an IV tonight
and he'll check into the hospital tomorrow morning. He bellin the hospital until Thursday or Friday depending on
when the drug levels drop to a safe level (pray for a Thurdidaiiarge). He has been bouncing back from this chemo
drug (methotrexate) quickly and life has been pretty normakaike. John's heel sore is completely healed and with
exercise his foot is getting stronger. Swimming has beeaa gas for him to blow off teenage steam. Keep praying
that the paralyzed nerve on the top of his foot would beregstdMany comment on John's upbeat attitude..that's God in
him.

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wastiag, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for wetemmal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen. For what igsgeamporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Corinthjans
4:16-18) | was in conversation with some friends when dtieeon remarked that his problems are trivial compared to
our family's trial with John's cancer. My mind driftedtte phrase written by Paul our light and momentary troubles.
When this all started | was amazed by Paul's understatemestrofihy hardships. Stoned near to death, shipwrecked,
beaten, imprisoned, his life was constantly threatened. | reaiméty that conversation that my perspective of life is
being refined by my son's cancer. No matter what the harddigysare light and momentary compared to the eternal
glory that they are accomplishing. God gives us almost dhhpses of the eternal glory he is working through John'
cancer. Immagine what God is doing that we can't see. Yes, canksr.stio, | would never deliberately put my son
through this... yes, it is a light and momentary trogblepared to the eternal work God is doing through it.

Thanks for praying...God is good...Phil
Posted Friday, September 3, 2004 at 9:06 pm

Hey everybody, I've had a couple of great days. | escaped eamytHechospital that is, yesterday. Dad says | drank
like a fish and washed that poison out in record time. Myata@ame in Thursday morning and asked if he could grant
me a wish, what would it be. | thought for about .003 sds@nd replied, to leave this prison. He answered, your wish
is my command. My drug level was .1 (right at the lintiot home and felt sick all Thursday but at least | was back i
my domain. Today | woke up early and started school. At moam called me down stairs. | was met there by two
volunteers from Make-A-Wish toting a pizza party and a new paptanputer. That made my month. This thing is a
beast, so an appropriate name applies...Sauron. (If you hesemThe Lord of The Rings you won't get it)

I have six chemos left. Next week | will have a Cat scan to chettkeomodules in my lungs. Most of them were gone
at the last check in April. Please pray that they are all goneTtwamk God for no mouth sores, swimming (mom calls
me the waterbug), a new computer, good spirits, and peace. ¥twaal for praying.

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Thursday, September 9, 2004 at 10:00 pm

Great news on the CT scan of John's chest today. Two areaxefrton his last xray are unchanged and probably are
not cancerous. They will need to be monitored over time, bohgsas they don't grow they are probably

nothing...goofy blood vessels, scar tissue, or whateveat Athanswer to prayer! This was a nice dose of good news as
we head back into another week of chemo starting Monday...b#uol tasty stuff for three rounds...low blood counts,
vomiting, low energy. We appreciate your prayers and encouragement.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endimeer. (Psalms 107:1) With good news and answer to prayer
it is easy to give thanks to God and acknowledge his lovieg@&d news or bad we will give him thanks...for he is
good...he is worthy of our thanks and praise.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Friday, September 17, 2004 at 6:00 pm
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John got home from the hospital this morning. He maddpt through the week to control his vomiting...he balon

IVs for the next few days until he can keep stuff down adequdtkis hospital visit was a little more stressful than
most because John's younger sister Marta had her appendix takéonalay night. Everything went smoothly, but
sitting in a hospital 120 miles away with John while Lauebped Marta get taken care of was a bit stressful. Marta has
bounced back quickly. Please pray for John to be free fromhnsouges, infection, a quick recovery of his white bload
count, and continued joy in Christ.

But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginningkoaied out ,'Lord, save me!' (Matthew 14:30) Peter was
doing well walking on the water until he started to focushenwind and waves. When things were happening Monday
| did fine as long as | kept my minds-eye focused on Jeslkiafoving care for me and my family. | had nothing to
fear and could rest in peace and confidence in my Lord. Whenralldid my mind to venture into focusing on the

storm | was quickly reminded by a fearful spirit that | aonchhhappier and better off focusing on the goodness of the
Lord. | know and rely on the love God has for me (1 Jah®).

Thank you for praying...Phil
Posted Friday, September 24, 2004 at 3:13 pm

Laura spoke about our experience with John at Grabill Missiddlamrch on August 22, 2004. This is the text of her
talk:

Confessing Christ in the Middle of the Storm
by Laura Chase for GMC 8/04

Hi, I'm Laura Chase. My husband Phil and | havectaidren, we live in DeKalb County, and our
fourteen-year-old son, Johnny, has cancer.

| am a beginner at suffering, and the great tengotathave is to be silent until all the ends aststory
are neatly tied up and satisfying. But you, my beos and sisters, need to hear from the middleyof m
pain that what you and | believe is true. The Biblemore comforting, heaven is more real, and the
comfort of Jesus more tangible than | have evenknbefore. | am in difficult, threatening territory
But if I'm paying attention, | can just make oug tweet aroma of Christ. He's already been here,
preparing the way.

In January, John had been complaining about aksme and Advil and Tylenol no longer brought
relief. My husband Phil is a family doc in Aubumdahe took Johnny to the hospital for xrays late on
night. A specialist who was never there on Mondbatsalone 9:30 at night, peeked his head in the do
of the xray department and offered to read thescfayPhil. They lifted the xrays to the ceilingli.
Clear as a textbook case, it was osteosarcomadiygiéast-growing cancer of the bone found in ome
a million teenagers. John sank to the floor to Keem passing out from the shock. Phil remembers
saying to him, “Aren't you glad we're Christians?”

Because the specialist was there, Phil didn't l@gtagnose cancer in his own son.

When they came home, we cried and prayed togethdrJesus comforted us. After a sleepless night,
Phil and John flew to Houston to a cancer centeeyTgot the last two frequent flyer seats on thete
Why Houston? My brother-in-law is an oncologistrthand he knows one of the world's authorities on
childhood osteosarcoma. Arrangements were madé&lgudohn was seen, tested, and sent home with a
treatment plan. The large size of the tumor andaiote spread to his lungs meant very aggressive
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chemotherapy, followed by amputation, followed byrenchemotherapy. The harsh side effects had to
be risked for any hope of saving John's life.

We didn't face this storm alone. | got the word toubur friends, and soon we heard from Christians
across the country that prayer was going up foPusyer meetings gathered for us in India, in Brazi
Africa. And you guys at Grabill Missionary Churclere incredible. We'd only been attending this
church for six months, but the Lord moved you taleiaround us right away. You prayed for us; you
spoke comforting words; you hugged us; you broughtneals, and books, and blankets, and cookies;
you visited us in the hospital; you sent us notes@ards; you shared your own experiences witheranc
you offered suggestions for doctors and nutriteomg you reached out with love to our other children
You truly became the hands and feet of Christ to us

The aroma of Christ led us step by step at Johmsitation. The surgery John needed was European.
God led us to a surgeon in Indianapolis who hadtéxthe right European training. God placed a
Christian friend of mine in that surgeon's ope@atioom staff. He knew the scheduling people, sl
no coincidence that the aroma of Christ filled dperating room that day because a Christian
anesthesiologist, several Christian nurses andae@aristian medical technicians were praying for
Johnny as they worked on him. The Lord gave Jolstreyngth the first time he saw his short leg. He
reacted not with horror, but with relief.

| am learning eight lessons right now. First, I a0t in control. | have to remember that God's lisvie
my best interest, not for my happiness, but forlolness, to make me more like his Son.

Second, my attitude is my choice. | tend to drifoifear, worry, and self-pity because | think $eleve
those feelings. Instead, | must choose to turresoisd instead of my feelings, and he replaces fiar w
peace, worry with hope, and self-pity with praise.

Third, 1 choose to not anesthetize myself withrdistions. It would be easy to run from the paiw itto
much television, movies, games, vacations, godbficor good food. Right now, it's better to fabe
fear and cry out the pain than to continually puaifi and refuse to deal with it.

Fourth, time and dealing with it makes the paisdes Every time we had new bad news about John's
condition, it was like a kick in the stomach. Candéetastasis. Amputation. Low blood counts. Blood
transfusions. More tests. Pressure sores. Slovnge&robable mouth sores. Loss of hair. These took
the wind out of me. | mourned. | couldn't eat @egl. At John's first chemotherapy, | cried watchimg
poison run into his veins. | ached every time heited. The first time he tried to walk on crutches
after the amputation, he screamed out in pain deld it. But God is kind, and with time the pairog/s
less, like a callous. We have a “new normal.” Chemd amputation problems are routine now. | can
eat a sandwich while | hold a basin for John to ¥@m | can decorate around medical equipment in
most every room. | don't fold John's socks in pairgmore.

Fifth, God still answers many prayers “yes”, just the big one. Phil and | cried out often, “Jusah
John!” We begged for a spectacular miracle; th#ét@time of surgery, there would be no tumor. God
said no. But it has been amazing how many littleaolés he has said yes to. John hasn't sufferethmou
sores when his immunity is down. His bones healedkgr from the surgery than his surgeon expected.
Sometimes Johnny bounces back from chemo and aae tke hospital a day early. And the peace
continues to bouy us up and give us joy. The sorgstare so comforting, even the boring stuff cotaes
life. Andy Crouch says, “When we go to the cruedesiof the world, we bring our lives closer to the
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text.”

Sixth, God's grace is given to the person who isgythrough the trial, not to everyone who has to
watch. For weeks after the diagnosis, Phil andptditfully. John? He slept like a rock. | get apgn
and off at God for doing this to my beautiful bdghn isn't angry. He's got the grace he needs. You
don't have the grace right now to have a child wihcer, but | do, because | need it.

When you say you can't believe God is good beckidseget cancer, | tell you that God is with myldhi
who got cancer, just like God will be with you whgau need Him. Watchman Nee says something like
this: Grace is like a train ticket you pick up la¢ tstation. It is for one person only. And it vidé there
when you need it, and not a minute earlier.

Seventh, it's OK to laugh. When John found out nase this cancer is, he said, “It took an awfuldbt
bad luck to get this cancer, so I've probably usag for a while. Hey, now's the time to buy adoy
ticket.”

He told his oncologist the reason he got cancerbgaause in November he broke a chain letter.

He was disappointed to find out Make-A-Wish wouldnly him an animal, a motor vehicle, or a
firearm.

John has seven chemo treatments left. If all gadlks e will be done and be walking on a prosthietiz
and growing hair by Easter. You Tom Hanks fans leile this. He wants to call his new leg Wilson.

He has received a half-dozen blood transfusionkrdes many blood donors are very intelligent, so
he's hoping these transfusions might improve hedlisg.

Someone said, “When a pagan gets cancer, God gi@ésistian cancer so the world can see the
difference.” Johnny has seen the difference. Heemtio cancer camp where a lot of kids can't smile.
“Those kids need Jesus,” he says. He wants to gjorext year and tell them.

Last, Jesus told us to live one day at a time,ldoyet that. | am not promised that | will hav@héiny
tomorrow, or that | will be here. And you know whdtcan bear one day of sorrow. It's the looking
ahead that destroys me. | will trust Jesus fongtteto bear today's pain. Christ holds me, Johd &l
of us in the palm of his hand. Cancer is here tpbayit cannot follow us where we're going. Utiién,
| keep noticing the aroma, the sweet aroma of Jeboswalks through the valley of the shadow of
death before us, preparing the way.

Posted Tuesday, September 28, 2004 at 4:00 pm

| am doing well, my blood counts are back up, nausa is ganeouth sores or signs of infection, and Jesus is dose t
me. | can't remember much from my last chemo, thank's to AtBahsaid | was reading a book, but when | opened
the book yesterday | couldn't understand the plot and hetdrtdrom the beginning (again... or so | am told)okkxd

at my laptop and couldn't understand where all the new programmes from. But the worst was when | came to my
senses | couldn't remember that Marta had lost her appendiwafnthanks for praying and sending cards. Please pray
that my surgeon will let me get an artificial leg the next tireee him (Oct. 4) so that | won't have to be Hopping' on
The Promises anymore.

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Sunday, October 4, 2004 at 9:30 pm
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John spent the weekend with his brother at college. Theyhethbald heads...one from chemo and the other to
support his brother. They have been messing arround irotheahd playing computer games. Tomorrow its back to
business with 5 days of chemo in the hospital followethbyusual. God has been so merciful to protect John from
infections, mouth sores, depression, and a host of otlserigs. I'm confident your prayers play a part in those (and
other) blessings. Tomorrow we also meet with John's snrgeoping he will tell John to go buy a leg.

He died for all, that those who live should no longer forethemselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again. (2 Corinthians 5:15) Why do | resent trials inlifep It's because | have not yet completely given up livimg fo
myself. Yet one reason Christ died was that | would livénfior and not for myself. Trials are good at revealing my
heart and they lead me to repentance and a heightened desire to@beist Frankly, it's too painful to endure a trial
living for myself. Its through this kind of reflectidhat | can actually be thankful to God for trials because | can see
how those trials are replacing my old self-satisfied religitth passionate relationship with Christ.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Saturday, October 9, 2004 at 10:00 am

John got back from the hospital yesterday morning...happg home and washed out. He'll sleep much of the
weekend, get Vs at night to keep him hydrated, and hopefetly up by Monday. The surgeon released him to get his
leg. He said most kids aren't ready until they are 9 to Ithmgost-op but after only 6 months John's bones are
completely healed (even with chemo) and his muscles are stronghetoosupport him....go God! The fitting process
takes a while and we have to work around chemo so we are hogiagd him on two legs by Christmas. Pray for

God's protection from infection, mouth sores, other fé&s of the chemo. | was telling John about an aquaintance who
got cancer and was giving up on God...he replied,why wbelg bite the hand that feeds them? Isn't that the truth!

These (trials of many kinds) have come so that your faitlyreater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire - may be proved genuine and may result inggrgiery and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. (1 Peter
1:7) Trials are meant to test our faith. If our faith isigea it will survive the test and result in praise, glatygd honor

for us...?...no...for Jesus, the author and perfecterrditi (Hebrews 12:2). This, for the Christian, giveBesing

meaning and purpose.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, October 18, 2004 at 3:00 pm

John has weathered another week with no immunity withoettioh or mouth sores...thank God and thanks for your
prayers. Tomorrow we travel to Michigan to start fitting dgorosthesis. A foundation has offered him an all expense
paid trip to Utah for a week of skiing in January so we apery to fast track this process so he can build up his
strength enough to go. No medical stuff this week...chemo agai week. John remains upbeat and cheerful.

...we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know tharudfproduces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because Gumlhes out his love into our hearts by the Holy

Spirit, whom he has given us. (Romans 5:3-5) Rejoicirgyffering can only be possible with the proper focus.

Focusing on the suffering only makes me miserable, disaggpiand depressed. Focusing on the results of
suffering...perseverance, character, hope...does not disappointd@daads me to the love of God poured out into my
heart by the Holy Spirit. Instead of Why God | exclaim Wead!

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, October 24, 2004 at 9:00 pm

John had two appointments to work on fitting his gresis this week...hopefully he will be walking again by
Thanksgiving. Chemo starts up again this week. This ia#itdiard one, to be followed by three easier ones and then
he'll be done (around Christmas). One day at a time is harder gst closer to the end but it is so important. Let @s no
wish a single day of our lives away since each one is preciousoedrow comes with no guarantees. Great life
lesson. John continues to putter along good naturedly awtfah
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For no matter how many promises God has made, they areniY&wist. And so through him the 'Amen’ is spoken by
us to the glory of God. (2 Cointhians 1:20) If | arsagipointed in God it is likely that | have set my expectations
something that God never promised me in the first place.o8lydoromises me what will bring glory to him, and he
will not fail to keep every one. In Christ all God's prees are Yes and Amen to his glory...which is after all wigd
created and continue to exist.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Monday, November 1, 2004 at 6:00 pm

John got out of the hospital Saturday morning. He hesnittted since he got home and is feeling good now. We went
for another fitting for his leg and it will probably beady in two weeks. This week his immunity will bottom again

and we're praying for no mouth sores or infection. He coesirio rely on the Lord; this was best exempified by a
conversation that happened in the hospital last week. Forafdshn's stays at the hospital he is heavily sedated to
help with the nausea...to the point where when he is consbieesn barely talk. A male nurse who has cared for John
during many of his chemo stays was saying that John'siagistoength has gotten him through this and will semre hi
well in life. John replied through half-opened eyes and sliilred speech...It's Jesus that gives me strength.

...But this happened that we might not rely on ourselvesibGod, who raises the dead. (2 Corinthians 1:9)thsat't
what hardship is all about? God allows it into our Inars] when we get to the end of ourselves we learn to rely on
Him. My natural bend is to rely on myself. | am learninggduse | have no other reasonable choice, to rely only on
God...who raises the dead. | guess he can handle it.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Tuesday, November 9, 2004 at 2:00 pm

John's counts are back up with no sign of infection ortmsares...thank you Lord. Friday he is due to get hisletg
of anticipation. John is cheerful and plugging away at schio®k only 2 weeks behind.

Be still and know that | am God. (Psalms 46:10) What a gerae to meditate on as my mind swirls with the
complications of life. Take a deep breath, slow down, restbarstill. God is consistent, God is capable, God is good,
and God is enough.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Saturday, November 13, 2004 at 11:02 pm

Hey everyone! | got to walk on Friday! My prothetist fimesl most of my leg and let me try it on. | got aboutalé®ep
without crutches, my muscles weren't strong enough. Witislees | was able to take two laps down the hall. Then my
muscles were killing me so | tried just standing. It felgsod without crutches, all | could do was to wave my arms
(they were finally free) and smile. It was so encouraging torgeleg (Wilson) and try it out. | wasn't allowed to take
Wilson home because my prothetist had to do the final touthesto take it home next friday after Chemo. | can't
wait! Thank you all so much for praying and encouraging me.

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Monday, November 22, 2004 at 8:00 pm

Wilson is here! After four days of chemo | went to see negiiretist on Friday and he said | could bring Wilson home.
It feels so good to stand and walk. My muscles aren't senaggh to let me walk distances without crutches but | can
take a few steps without them. It is exasperating when ¢ trlirhb the stairs because | can't bend my leg very much. |
also can't walk on Wilson very long without my ankle achBgt. besides that | am one happy chap. Thank you for
praying and writing. Please pray that my muscles strengthekiyju

In Christ

Johnny
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Posted Sunday, November 28, 2004 at 6:15 pm

John is up and about and doing well. My new leg hurésvionderful way. He can walk accross a room without help
but otherwise he uses one crutch for support and balancdl.titkei awhile for the strength in his leg to come back
from disuse. His foot was too swollen to get into thesfiresis yesterday from overdoing it...all a normal patief
rehab process. This week is the next to the last chemotherajgyhatedling this stuff well with no mouth sores, good
energy level, and only mild nausea for a few days. His biggebtem is boredom in the hospital and having to do
school because he feels well enough to do it. We have muchhariéul for this Thanksgiving.

He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver. (Malachi 313)e refining process is the method of removing impurities
from material to make it more useful and valuable. It requiines &and heat. God is described in this verse as a refiner.
He refines me and purifies me with time and adversity. How theesefiner know when the metal is purified? When he
can see the reflection of his face in it. This gives meaning amubge to the adversity that God allows my way...that |
might more clearly reflect the face of my Lord.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, December 5, 2004 at 9:25 pm

John had an uneventful week of chemo and got out ThursdayHisvhurse told John that he had broken a record for
her when he drank in excess of 10 liters (about 2.5 galilw@s?4 hour period. John is convinced that if he drinksem
water he will get out of the hospital faster since he can't leatileaicertain drug level in his blood gets below 0.1 units
It seems to work! He is walking with the assistance of ardgne...his prosthetist told him to get rid of the crutches
because he was leaning on them too much. Each day his leg gegestind his gait more natural. He is one happy kid
and quickly points to God as the reason.

The fear of the Lord leads to life; then one rests conterdguahéed by trouble. (Proverbs 19:23) John is such a graphic
example of this verse to me. Here is a kid who has every reaenunhappy with the cards he has been dealt in life.
Yet he is a smiling, joyful, happy teenager...content, and sggmintouched by his obvious trouble. Oh God, our
creator and sustainer...thank you for giving us life.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, December 12, 2004 at 5:15 pm

John continues to do well. He had a CT scan of his chestyraiat it showed no evidence of cancer. He gets around
mostly carrying his cane now. He has his last round of ctreragty this week. He is smiling alot right now, partly
because he just got a new Lord of the Rings computer gammapbtly because of the Lord in his life.

Endure hardship as discipline...God disciplines us fogood, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on , however, ityiresl a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:7-11) God's disciplineréity child training) doesn't feel good at the time, in faotiy

the choice | would quickly choose comfort and ease over diseipliy day. But God's discipline is designed to lead to
holiness...if | would value holiness as God does, | wglddly embrace discipline...hardship. Thankfully, like a good
parent, God doesn't wait for me to ask for discipline...htenls what | need. He will also see to it that a harvest of
righteousness and peace will be produced if | allow mysel todined by it.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, December 20, 2004 at 8:50 am

John's last week of chemotherapy went uneventfully, conclwdihga party with the nurses. He gets his infusion port
pulled on Wednesday and that concludes the active part of himdrgatt would be an understatement to say we are all
relieved and pleased to have arrived at this point. We have alhfi#dad by the experience. Thankyou for walking
with us and praying
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Endure hardship... (Hebrews 12:7) | was interested taofihdhat the word endure literally means to to remain under. |
implies remaining under its force, embracing it, allowing itlo its work. When | encounter hardship my gut telldone
run from it, fix it, and if | can't do that then distracyself from it. God wants me to not waste it. It has gpse. It is

for my good (verse 10) and God is showing me he loves/aned 6). It will produce a harvest of righteousness and
peace (verse 11) if | will let it train me. | can testify th@ten as it is that my son got cancer...the experience has
produced a bountiful harvest in our lives.

Thnaks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, December 27, 2004 at 8:20 pm

Hey, I'm done!! No more chemo! Hallelujah! My last chemo endedweeks ago and | had my port taken out almost
one week ago. | am so happy! | had an end-of-chemo partyheithurses at Indianapolis and | said good bye
(hopefully forever). Then we had Christmas and now | amngetéady for the ski trip in January. | still have to gol
every three months for a (hopefully short) checkup bubkddike we are at the end of all this. Wilson is fine (tjtou
still limp and can't go far without a cane). Thank you alreh for praying, sending cards, calling, and encouraging
me through this tough year. All | can do is thank and er@isd for all he did and is continuing to on my behalf.

In Christ, (who is not going anywhere)

Johnny

This has been a pretty intense year to say the least. | haveoddt@eople that John's cancer has been a great learning
experience. Not one that we would have ever chosen but definielfilled with many life lessons that have made us
better people and hopefully more useful to our master...Jébdas. been a real life test to see if our faith in Jesus
works...Yes!... it not only works but it gives liféife to the full as Jesus promised. We know that this padr trial

may not be over...there may be more...perhaps pain that oghitva cannot bear to think of. But this | now know in

full confidence...along with whatever our loving Father in leeaallows into our lives...He also gives the grace to bear
it...and not just to bear it but to find intimacy witlinidthrough it. We know and rely on the love God has (i John
4:16)

We're not going to be posting things to the web as oiitee $he dust in our lives is settling for now. We'lltioypost
some kind of update once a month or so. We can't begin to éivanyone who has upheld our family in prayer this past
year...but here's a heart felt thankyou. Our family has reapdaktiefits of your faithfulness in prayer.

Here's a big hug and God's blessing on you...Phil
Posted Wednesday, February 9, 2005 at 8:20 pm

John is thriving. He is growing again, gaining weigha/king on the treadmill (he wants to run), back on the haideh
chore chart, and getting caught up in school. He is gettigiirig in some places on his foot that were numb. The week
of skiing in Utah in early January was a blast. The advice fttvar amputees on the trip was to ski on one leg and use
special forearm crutches fit with small skis to help with bagale was doing black diamond runs by the end of the
week and leaving his cautious old dad in the dust...make dinatep.

It is such a treat to be able to live a relatively normal liferadéé hard to believe that less than 2 months ago John was
still getting chemotherapy. Looking back on last year bringaind the poem Footprints in the Sand. The poem refers
to God's promise to always walk with us through liferiBgisome dark days of our lives it may appear that thengys o
one set of footprints in the sand...but that is because ¢#rigng us. Looking back, | can testify to God's tender care
for our family.

When the active treatment phase of this cancer journey ended we aentenggphase of follow up visits and

monitoring. John has tests and doctor visits late Marcis. ffase has it's own aura of uncertainty and anticipation, The
issues though are really still the same. Can | trust Gattifells any peace and joy to be found outside of complete
surrender to his will? Is there anything | love more thad®Does God really love John more than | do? God is our
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefonglinot fear... (Psalms 46:1,2) Enjoy each day.
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Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Thursday, March 17, 2005 at 8:54 pm

Well, what started as a day that would just be uncomfortaldedess a day that destroyed my cancerlessness. This
morning | was going to Dekalb Memaorial Hospital for a C#can. After some difficulty with the 1V, | finally got on

the table thing and waited for the scan to finish so | cgaldome and start school. But when the scan ended and |
walked up to dad standing in the hallway he said, | was wat¢h@pictures being processed, they don't look good.
Suddenly, with the subtleness of a freight train, | felck f&eling in the pit of my stomach. | suddenly started ipgay

that God would make it just a mess up in the CAT scan. ddimician came in and started looking through the
pictures. It was an obvious splotch on the scan right dbewtenter of my right lung, he measured it as about 3 cm
across. And that wasn't the only one, there was another, soradlerear the wall of my left lung. | started feeling numb,
thoughts were running through my head, Cancer? | thotiglaisigone! Does that mean more chemo? Why did God let
this happen in my life again? Then | re-realized the two prabieith that question: why and my. Why do we ask why?
Will knowing the answer to that question make everythingeb2tince I'm a Christian | have already dedicated my life
to God. So It's not 'my' life, it is his to do wils he wants. | have no idea why he chose cancer in my life. Bin, ag
those are two wrong words to use. As | started feelingpiglfa warning popped into my head that Dad had said a lot
in the past 400 or so days. Don't run to self pitys¢honly lead to a death trap of depression, anger, and a jogs lof
turned the other way and started praying for strengthajuy for his will to be carried out. On the way home | prayed
and prayed. Thoughts like God doesn't listen. or He isjtigg out there waving a sign that says 'all your naasda
chemo was for nothing!" and snickering about my pain. seeorfdbup the airspace of my brain as quickly as | shot
them down with scripture. On the way home we stopped &aldbast. | sat in front of my food praying desperately for
God's grace and fighting self-pity. Suddenly, with theiolisness of a mouse squeaking 2.7 miles away, | realized that
something was different. It wasn't really a change in what, lifelas a change in focus. | felt peace. Now, as | type this
| can truthfully say that | am not angry at God, | do@htwhat | got and if | start thinking about the futufedl worry.

| can't say that | am happy about all this but | am not m&bdt We are going to see Dr. Hawk on Monday, now all |
have to do is try to concentrate on today and to keep focusédarPlease pray that Dr. Hawk makes the right
decisions and that when they do surgery, all of it willdkeih out. Also pray that the cancer doesn't spread or grow and
that | can stay focused on God instead of the future. Thanklér your thoughts and prayers.

In Christ (where else would | go?)

Johnny

Posted Saturday, March 19, 2005 at 9:46 am

It has been a great three months since we finished John's ckespyti_ife has been relatively normal. John has
gradually gotten stronger, climbing trees, doing his fastilgres, man-training projects, catching up with school work,
walking on the treadmill for exercise, Bible quizzing, running pharmacy on our mission trip to Mexico last week,
lots of smiles...now this. My heart aches with disappoémtmvith God. Is this really necessary? Weeping, | crawl into
His lap and groan.

Bottom line...do | trust God? If | can't trust Him kviny boy...His boy...then | better go find a god thedn trust. We
know and rely on the love God has for us. (1 John 4E3)nay not do everything we want...he certainly wants us to
tell him what we want...regardless the outcome we can trustvais

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, March 21, 2005 at 7:35 pm

John and Phil spent today in Indianapolis seeing specidlists. we had a good report from the bone doctor who did
John's surgery last April. John's leg is completely healddesiing is slowly returning to his foot. The doctor
encouraged us with a report of a patient he had that had a canakr plodked out of his lung 12 years ago and has
been disease free ever since.

John's oncologist (cancer doctor) has a new experimental thbBedsgiinulates the immune system in the lungs by

inhaling a substance through a nebulizer (like asthmatic patise}sThe goal is that John's own immune system would
be beefed up and recognize the cancer cells and destroy them hitmsedéibEtance has shown some promise in
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preliminary studies and John is a good candidate. It hasia@fects to speak of, and he can do the treatments at
home.

We met an oncology chest surgeon (talk about specialized!) wbs ¢ak nodules all the time. He wants to clean out
John's right lung first (where the larger nodule is), themonth later, do the left side. He'll take a good looknduri
surgery to see if there are any smaller nodules that didmtgh@n the CT scan, and remove any he finds.

Surgery is scheduled for Good Friday (we don't know the tiet). John's glad there's a plan and he's ready to go.

God is encouraging us with peace, hope, and confidence invhifolous. It's tempting, while lying awake in bed or
staring off into space, to let ourselves imagine the wordttrgrio guard ourselves for the news. And what good does
that do? Instead, we need to take captive every thought and nodlegliént to Christ (Il Corinthians 10:5) This means
obeying Christ when he says don't worry about tomorradvdeim't be anxious about anything. He really means it. And
when we make our thoughts obedient to Christ, we fincihig: hope.

Thank you for standing with us at the throne of graceayegt

Phil and Laura
Posted Thursday, March 24, 2005 at 7:00 am

The news from Tuesday is good. John's bone scan showedlroa®yof disease except for his lungs. So unless God
performs a miraculous healing we are going ahead with surgéByod Friday at 11 AM to remove the golf-ball sized
tumor on his right lung. We will be in Indianapolis adM@cent's.

Laura's Bible study group prayed together for us Tuesdaginggrand she was very encouraged. We have heard from
Mexico that a group of pastors that we saw two weeks ago ags@émtrip were gathering to pray for us. Last night a
group of our Auburn friends gathered with us for pragaser the past few days many have approached Phil to say they
care and are praying. Laura cried out in agony to the Lord ard&4o Don't you care for us and our troubles? and

within 15 minutes, she was ministered to by Linda, SHindad Kike. When the Lord tells you to reach out to
somebody who is in pain, jump on it. What a miracle ibithe suffering one when care comes out of the Heavenly
blue! You are the hands and feet of Christ! And if youkhive Church is a weak, boring, unproductive bunch, just go
to Her for prayer when cancer hits. There is NOTHING like trength, encouragement, and hope that comes when
Christ's body gets down to business. ...the church, wiklis body, the fullness of Him who fills everythiimgevery

way. (Ephesians 1:22,23).

Thanks for praying...Phil and Laura
Posted Friday, March 25, 2005 at 4:00 pm

Once again God has expressed his perfect will in a way we neverezkpEgis week several of our children have had
a viral illness with cough and fever. We got to the hosfiitalmorning for Johnny's surgery and found out tlestdd a
temperature of 100.6. An hour later, when they were preparipgttin his IV, | asked them to recheck his temperature
and it was 101.8. Within an hour we were on our way hortteavnew surgery date set for April 12...that's right2 1/
weeks from now. | can't begin to describe the mixture of emstive are experiencing. What has God got in mind for
Johnny? What is God trying to teach us?

| waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and hear@mnyHe lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and
mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stargutk new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to
our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in thelL(Psalms 40:1-3) Its interesting to see that thetbirig
asked of me in these verses is to wait patiently, turn todmich cry out. No amount of struggling will get me oluthe
slimy pit. He's the one who will lift me out and put meaofrim place. He's the one that will put the song of pinise
my mouth and cause those who watch to fear and trust Him. Beitéssll about HIM. It's Friday...Sunday's coming!

Have a great Easter...| know we will...and thanks for prayiigjl
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Posted Saturday, April 2, 2005 at 12:30 pm

John got over his virus after four days and lots of sléépwere able to leave on a family vacation we had planned for
months, and since John's surgery was canceled we could afledben Lots of hiking and beautiful scenery in
southeastern Ohio of all places. John's attitude is gobén.asked how are you doing he is apt to reply, good as long
as | don't think about tomorrow. Thanks for the remirdadm.

Several have suggested that God intends to heal John completglgraaps he won't need to have the surgery after all.
I have assured them that John will get a chest xray beforariisrg date in 10 days. Nothing would please us more if
there was nothing to remove. Looking at him now, you diover guess there was something going on in his lungs. |
sort of weigh-in with Martha when she said to Jesus, Boolv that even now God will give you whatever you ask.
(John 11:22) Its clear from the context that she didn'tyrealieve Christ would raise Lazarus from the dead, although
she knew he could do anything. Nevertheless he did what shied#ice believe he would do. | know God can do
anything...I'm hesitant to paint him into a corner with skatement that his intention is to completely heal John...even
though | am pleading along with all of you for just thatacle. God will reveal his perfect plan in time and we
surrender and believe.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, April 11, 2005 at 6:45 pm

God does hear and answer prayer!The results of the CT scaftenigon were mostly encouraging. The big mass in
John's right lung has grown only slightly in the kasee weeks. Even more encouraging was the other mass (in the left
lung) has decreased in size without treatment, all by itselfl il barely visible on the high-resolution CT scan. We
praise God, that maybe only one surgery will be needed. Thiatlsdike a miracle to me! Anyway, the surgery is
tomorrow (8 AM) to remove the large mass in the right ldtrgly John can heal quickly, that the mass in the left lung
will completely disappear, that no more masses will form hatlithe surgeon will be able to completely remove the big
mass. Pray that John, Phil, and | can let Christ shinaghras with love, joy, peace, and patience toward all the
medical personnel we see this week, whatever happens.

Thank you for encouraging us with hope by praying for us.
Laura

PS John really enjoyed being in the play on Friday nigistf&Vorite part was teasing the audience with a (scripted)
fall. Many in the audience knew he has a prosthetic leg and gasgestiay. John loved it!

Posted Tuesday, April 12, 2005 at 3:43 pm

John was waking up at 12:30 after the 1 hour surgery. Uiigesn said he was able to remove the entire mass without
difficulty and he saw no other evidence of cancer. He will beampediatric intensive care unit overnight, then will
move to a regular floor.

Thanks be to God for his mercy and peace.
Laura and Phil

Posted Friday, April 16, 2005 at 12:28 am

John got home in the late afternoon today from Indy,gnicant pain in his right chest, but happy to be ouhef
hospital. The doctors were pleasantly surprised with hoekbyuine recovered from surgery. He starts an inhaled
immuno-stimulant next week and has surgery on his left fentgtively scheduled for May 10 (assuming the nodule
that has already shrunk by half isn't gone by then). Wayl for a miracle and God will do what's right. Our pastor
preached on miracles last Sunday. Several statements have beenamattiimjin my head since then. Times of need
test the level of our trust of God. Tests are always abastt ffhe outcome of our test is not the point. The psint
whether we will trust God regardless the outcome.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,rayqr and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
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God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understamdlhguard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4:6-7) In response to our prayers God mesnpeace that defies reason. Also that same peace will guard
our hearts and minds, which certainly need guarding throliglisamisery. The heart (seat of emotion) and the mind
(seat of reason) that often fight each other, must both slemém God's unexplainable peace. This has been our
experience this week. Solid, palpable peace to the core of our beewgs like Altoids' candy: Curiously strong!

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Friday, April 22, 2005 at 10:00 pm

Well, ten days out from surgery and | am almost back to alofon at least the way | was before | got cut open). Every
time | sneeze or cough | can feel it burn right down my rikechgan breathe though and that is a important fact so |
can't really complain. | went to see my prosthatist and he mfade adjustments on good old Wilson, it turns out that
he was 1 1/2 in. too short. | must be growing. Befoeestlirgery, | thought a lot about how God could have healed me
during my CAT scan the Monday before. | mean, it would h@emniperfect! The day before surgery God shows his
power by making my lungs clean. The doctors would scratchhtbads and claim that the first scan just messed up but
we would know that it was the Lord who healed me and praisddriit. One thing | learned from all this is that you
can't put God in a box, and if you try, he will revealdnsnipotence and throw your plans out the window. Another
thing I learned is that you can't and shouldn't try toddbod into anything, saying things like, I'll won'ttties if you

don't do that. is futile. Do | really think that God neeusto do anything? God doesn't need me, | need him and tryi
to control him is like trying to control (to borrowoim C. S. Lewis) a wild lion. | wanted God to heal me, |t@drit so
badly, but now that He has revealed what he wants in thagisity all | can do is submit and trust that He knows what
is best for me. Thank you all so much for praying for sungporting me, please pray that my lungs heal quickly, and
that the nerves in my leg (from my other surgery, Apaif year) will completely regenerate (I'm starting to get some
feeling back where there was none). Also pray that the turmoy ieft lung that has been shrinking would completely
disappear so | won't need the second surgery. | have a CATrsdéa® to reveal God's answer to that request.

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Friday, May 6, 2005 at 9:30 pm

| had my CT scan yesterday... and | came home with good neéesiotule in my left lung was still there but it doesn't
look like cancer anymore. It didn't change at all since the @T & gnonth ago, right before the surgery removing the
big, growing nodule from my right lung. The left-lusgrgery looks like it will be canceled or at least delayed, because
Dad decided that unless there is a visible, growing, metasiatar tve won't do surgery. | probably will have to go get
a CT scan every month for a while, but ... NO SURGERY QNESDAY!! My dad talked with my oncologist today

and they have a difference of opinion about my surgery butilowe are going to review the films with him in Indy
and hopefully everyone will be in agreement after that meetiegsPBlpray for God's wisdom in these decisions.

Looking back on the circumstances of the last 6 weeks, I've re&limedod's timing has been perfect. My first surgery
was scheduled on Good Friday. It was cancelled and delayed fardeks because | came down with a fever. | am
enrolled in a clinical study that has very rigid requiremedtse of the requirements is that | have a CT scan within 2
weeks before my first surgery. Since my surgery was cancelledetengbd two weeks, | had to have another CT scan,
which revealed that the apparent tumor on my left lung waskshgi with no treatment at all. If | hadn't got a fever, |
would have had surgery on Good Friday, started the experintgatgland the repeat CT scan before my second
surgery on the left lung would have shown that tumon&hrg. The conclusion would have been that the drug was
working on a metastatic tumor and the tumor would need terheved a month after the first surgery, according to the
rules of the study I'm in.

Now it appears the nodule in my left lung is not likely caoasrand | have escaped the knife for now! | was stunned
when | heard that we aren't going to do the surgery, alimastiased as | was when | found out there was cancer in my
lungs. | had begged God to take this cancer away, but | expexeatelvs. The cancer still might come back, but with
the unknowns comes one thing | can be completely sure of: Heglas. Thank you all so much for praying . God is
good! Maybe this battle against cancer is over, maybe not,isu0od's plan that | am following (hot mine).
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In Christ,
Johnny

Posted Tuesday, May 10, 2005 at 9:30 pm

Today was to be surgery day for John's left lung noduter Aiscussion with John's oncologist and much prayer we
decided to hold off on surgery until this nodule acts niikeecancer. | am inclined to respond THAT'S GOD when
doctors scratch their heads and are at a loss for explanati@t's. thie case with this nodule which inexplicably shrunk
in size. | am also inclined to chose the path with least miaetyr for John. The down side of this decision is thahJo
had to drop out of the clinical trial he was in, but thedpgmwas unproven at this point and remaining on that treatment
wasn't compelling enough reason to have major surgery onfsométat may not need to come out. Time will tell.

John will have another CT scan in two months. Right feliving is good and life is uncomplicated and full of.joy

Thanks for asking about Laura's dad as well. He's recovedmgHis neck surgery, and walking about 40 steps with a
walker now. He's bound and determined to get better! Mom axdhBve dandy around-the-clock help which has met
the daily care needs for now. We praise the Lord for his gimvif help.

I (Phil) am dealing with a little incident that happened mbasta week ago; | broke my nose cutting down a tree.
Tomorrow | will have a brief surgery to reset it. Of moreaarn is a persistent infection in the wound. Thanks for
praying for all to go well.

| am still confident of this: | will see the goodnessha tord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; lieoag and
take heart and wait for the Lord. (Psalm 27:13,14) What a geepture to meditate on. These verses fill me with
confidence and hope; they redirect my attention off the circumstahegscalm my fears. Thank you God for your
scriptures.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Saturday, June 04, 2005 at 5:33 am

Yesterday John had a CT scan of his lungs. Unfortunatepived more cancer. His right lung now has a new 1 cm
lesion and his left lung has three: two small 2 mm lesioasthe one that had shrunk now growing and back to 8mm.
Not exactly what we had been praying for. We see John’s onsblogesday and will likely be scheduling surgery after
that. First John and | are going on a white-water raftipgiext week with some friends. John is disappointed bes d

a good job in leading all of us in not worrying abow thture. Lately he has developed a penchant for climbing
trees...his mother would rather not know what he’s up to.

Thank you for praying for my (Phil) nose. After drainimgs for 4 weeks, a hunk of wood about the size of a dime came
out of the wound and the wound immediately dried up and hddiede a nice scar on my nose to remind me of that
little lesson in patience and trusting God. When the wood catnagnd | knew that trial was over | exploded with joy

and gratitude to God, weeping and gushing praise to Heonkumed me. Then God asked me why | have trouble
gushing such enthusiasm to Him as | worship and praisdari@murch for my salvation. In all of life God is traigins.

One thing God has spoken, two things | have heard: that3/@od, are strong, and that you, O Lord, are loving.
Surely you will reward each person according to what he has (mé2:11,12) Sometimes when things aren’t going
the way | would like it feels like I'm being backed into a erwith nowhere to go. Pressed by adversity, | know that
running to anxiety, worry, bitterness, self pity, miracleesyand other gods is not the answer. So here | am
trapped....with God....who is strong and loving. Namdlerstand He has lovingly backed me into this corner so | can
know Him more. | can trust Him and live my life in peace aw |

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Thursday, June 09, 2005 at 7:24 pm
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John is scheduled for surgery June 27. The plan is testiyraotomy, opening his chest in the center, like open heart
surgery, and taking out the nodules from both lungseasdime time. The surgeon is convinced that this is less painful
than the surgery John previously had because they don't hauedoross muscles used in breathing. It just gives me
bad visuals. For now it will be nice to live life for a feweeks without medical interventions. John feels good, is
trusting God, and thinking little about tomorrow. Wegaing whitewater rafting for a few days, then he has cancer
camp.

Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worabout itself. (Matthew 6:34) With what appears to be logmin
in the future - it is hard not to go there with my thioisg In fact as | try to discipline myself to enjoy whatdGas

given me each day, | have a recurring thought accusing me af ilivitenial of reality. | am coming to realize that
rather than living in denial of reality, it is living irbedience to Christ. And as | live in obedience to Him, | fifredand
joy and peace and rest. | read recently don’t let the thingsamuot control destroy your enjoyment of the things you
have been given.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Saturday, June 18, 2005 at 7:38 pm

Hey everybody! Cancer has struck again. Well | guess God liasstied teaching me with cancer, yet. It is royally
depressing to have cancer, be cured of it, have it again, be cunedeegbihen have it show up again. HOW MANY
TIMES DO | HAVE TO KILL YOU?!? rings true in my earkonly answer that | can come up with to that question|is,
As many as it takes. Which | might add is a really lame and¥iey.won’t God just take it away for good? and Is God
punishing me for somthing that | did? and Didn’t | leaumat he wanted me to learn with the first time cancer showed
up? are some of the questions that came up when | saw the CT doa have an answer to the first one, and though
| desperately want it, | don’'t need it. The second questiori® difficult, | know that God is just, and | also knthat

| have/do/will sin against him. But | also know that Jedidédoes/will forgive me and has washed me with his bleod,
that God doesn’t see my sin when he looks at me. | doriéMeethat God is punishing me, athough he has every right
to and | do deserve it. | believe that he has a greater plan. &dehhe decides to cure me, he will. And finally, the
third question -- | may have learned everything that he intefodtede to learn in this cancer experience but God does
not waste pain. He may have given me this pain and this coftifattis coming from him) so that | can comfort others
in pain. All I can really do is pray for strength and liee God. Today | experienced a depression, everything seemed
worthless and nothing seemed good. | asked God for coanfdrit arrived about one minute later in the form of our
visitation pastor! Did | ever mention that | love that gy spent a half-hour just talking and then we prayed. Boy,
God really knows about comfort and encouragement. Thank ytar aitaying for me and supporting me in this. | am
off to cancer camp this week. | am hopeful that | can spread Suime @omfort the Lord has given me to others. In
Christ (still here, where else would | be?) Johnny

Posted Sunday, June 26, 2005 at 6:57 pm

John had a repeat CT scan of his lungs yesterday to see whatmeegh® out tomorrow. He now has 2 nodules on the
right and four on the left lung to be removed. Surgeptaaned for 9am or so. John is trusting God to take care of
things and doing his best not to think about it...cltie says is difficult when he is packing for a hospital stay

Our pastor once said that worry is nothing but meditasmthe wrong things. This is surely a powerful life lessa
being obedient to Christ in not giving ourselves ovevaory. God knows that worry does nothing but stealjoyand
peace. If we disobey him by worrying we quickly experiencedsgrdctive fruit. Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is admirabdeyithing is excellent or praiseworthy, think about these
things...and the God of peace will be with you. (Philippidr,9)

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Monday, June 27, 2005 at 8:05 am

Wow! Shortly after we arrived in Indianapolis, the surgemnawed Johnny's new CT scan with the oncologist and
they felt it would be best to delay surgery at least a maimhreason? Since John has developed a few small nodules
in just the last 3 weeks and since the goal of surgerynmk@ him disease-free, they thought it would be best to wait
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and see if more nodules develop in the next weeks so theyreoutde all of them at once. No sense in doing a major
surgery that must be repeated again in a short interval of\il@are relieved, totally at peace, and grateful to God for
his clear direction.

Thank you for your prayers. Phil, Laura, and John
Posted Saturday, July 23, 2005 at 2:05 pm

John is doing great. He is volunteering at a church campréoweeks as a student assistant. He got back from his first
week yesterday, tired and happy. People often ask how Jobimgsahd | usually answer spiritually and emotionally
well, and physically he feels good but with the cancer inumgd we’re not really sure how he’s doing physically. |
spoke with John’s cancer doctor at M D Anderson in Texas esdidgested that more chemotherapy might be in order
when surgery has removed all visible cancer. It's controvertthharisn’'t making any promises of cure or even definite
benefit. Hey, we just want to do what'’s right for Jolon't give up...do no harm. Ultimately we want to do wBat

wants us to do. Nothing medical happening until mid-Augdeen John has another CT Scan of his lungs. We will

send off a copy of it to M D Anderson and to Indianapatid come to some conclusions for a treatment plan by the end
of August.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you shouldlgaill counsel you and watch over you. (Psalms 32:8)'&od
promise to us. No need to worry about future decisionenMlohn’s last surgery was canceled we all knew it was the
right decision. God gave us complete peace. No need to fretackenfl clear-cut direction for the future. Right now we
have no decisions to make. Life is good. Each day is a gitt.isShere now and He will here every tomorrow to guide
us each step of the way.

Thanks for your prayers...Phil
Posted Sunday, August 14, 2005 at 4:22 am

John had his CT scan and the lung tumors of the previaimsese bigger and he has three new ones. This pretty much
rules out surgery in the near future since we don’t do syrgil he isn't forming new tumors. The scans are in the
mail to Houston and Indy and we will have a game plan inélkeweek or two. We are disappointed but taking it in
stride.

| was praying the other day...thanking God for revealingolvis to us in Christ. All of a sudden God impressesl thi
thought on me...I'm revealing my love to you throughnJto. | just started weeping.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, August 28, 2005 at 4:02 pm

It has been a great couple of weeks with a week at a family camichigih and then this week John’s teenage cousin
was here for man-training and fooling around. John feels greatan even run for short distances. He has found a new
passion in full-contact half-court basketball.

John and | had a conversation yesterday that | had been miftioga few days. Earlier this week | talked with his
oncologists in Indy and Houston. The doctors in Indyeagly to go in and take out whatever tumor is visible with t
separate surgerys (one month apart) with the hope that nanmereimors will materialize in the near future. The
doctor in Houston agrees with the surgerys but says hédshawe one or two high dose blasts of chemo first followed
by surgery then followed by two or more blasts of chenhis fime the doses are higher and the toxicities are more
severe.

The prognosis for doing nothing is death in 6 to ®mitonths. The prognosis if he has surgery alone is unknown
because we don’t know if he will continue to form new nodales if he does whether they will be operable. His

pattern so far has been one or two new nodules a month. $lase ia limited amount of surgerys you can have
because there is a limitted amount of lung tissue you can iikewt. The prognosis if he has chemo and surgery is a 20
to 30 percent chance of some response and a remote chance of cure.
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| told John the decision is really his..... | honestlg’'dknow what to do and neither does anyone else. We hate to
charge in with alot of misery if it just makes things veovgthout any real benefit but we don’t want to give up either
We cried together and asked God for a hug. In some ways thigre difficult than first getting the diagnosis. The
sense that there is a choice to make between three rotten pa#ig/iayweful.....but God is here...He won't let us take a
misstep...He will show us the way.

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gidgerously to all without finding fault, and it will bévgn to
him. (James 1:5) Hey God, we're asking for some directioa. ifen glad you love this kiddo more than | do. | know
you have a good plan. Help us to bring you glory. We kdoln is going to be in heaven some day, we just need help
with some of the details between here and there. And if yod éetihim hang around here a lot longer we'd be
grateful.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Tuesday, August 30, 2005 at 4:30 pm

I’'m pretty bummed. When Dad told me how bleak the situasphbroke down and cried right there. | had suspected
that something was up, but | hadn’t realized what our choiees lanow that what ever happens the outcome will be
me going to heaven sooner or later. | know that God has dgplary life and knows how many seconds | have left to
live. But | have two sick choices: One, we could wage a Holyatjainst the cancer, hitting it with combined chemical
and technological warfare (chemo and surgery). The problem iwéhiaave already hit it with surgery and chemo and
they didn't seem to work. This choice will multiply thesairy factor and probably won't do anything but make me sick
and miserable. The chance for cure is pretty bleak, only 20-38#%dsoshow some response to this treatment.
Thankfully, we aren’t dependent on statistics. And that krintp light that we don’t have to do anything, | mean,
everyone is going to die and | am not afraid of that. We dostcback off, we already gave medicine a chance. We
could just sit and wait on God for his timing. He mighbose to keep me on the earth a little longer. | know he can.
The second choice is a lot less painful but it also seemg likauld be giving up. What if God wants to use medicine to
heal me? If so, couldn’t he heal me without medicine? Theayitg, God parted the Red Sea, but that doesn’t mean
we stop building bridges echos in my head. | know thatdiyg nothing | would be trusting God completely, boud
God want me to just wait around? | don't like either chdien still in shock about how hopeless my physical sitnatio
is medically. No one knows what to do. | am begging Gagiie me the wisdom to choose and to have peace about it.
Please pray that God will give me wisdom and peace and thadl sleep better. Also pray for me about preparing my
testimony because | am going to give it to a bunch of kidspaitvate school on Wednesday. And finally, please ask
God for my complete healing. | am in such agony about whrtgpening, it would be so wonderful if God would just
take this cup away. Thank you all for praying for me anithdjftme up. Please continue pleading for me before the
throne of heaven.

In Christ, (I am hanging on to him with both hands)
Johnny

Posted Friday, September 02, 2005 at 6:31 pm

John and | made a trip to Indy to talk with his oncolpgixut his future treatment plan. To make a long storyt,shier
decided to pass on the chemotherapy. We will repeat his CT saatnaiddOctober and if there are no new nodules

we’ll do surgery to remove all the ones that are present inape no more will form. If he continues to form new

nodules then we’ll go with comfort care and enjoy the good ddyle they last. Doctors are notoriously bad at

predicting the future so we're not going to worry abauldhn has peace with this plan and understands we can change
direction any time he wants.

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fig meith joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your
right hand. (Psalms 16:11) I'm convinced that God isyodrig to let us goof-up his plan for John. One of God’
miracles is joy in spite of difficult circumstances. We corgito ask God for John’s healing, but God given joy isn’t
dependent on him jumping through our hoop.
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Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, September 25, 2005 at 1:45 pm

John is doing well. He knows God is in control and dillwhat’s best. He has had several opportunities to share his
testimony. He has learned how to rollerblade on Wilsont(om a stilt some time). Chemotherapy doesn’t seem to have
affected his ability to hit clay targets in gun club. He keeépsisual upbeat, twisted sense of humor. Life is good and
there is peace and joy in our household. October 10th wedrggher CT scan of his chest. If there is no new disease
then we’ll set up surgery to remove what's there. If he hasmgnew nodules we don't plan any further treatments.

On the heels of a long narritive of how bad things were, Jahanrites, Yet this | call to mind and therefore | have
hope: Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumeds fmsrhpassions never fail. They are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. | say to myself, Thed is my portion; therefore | will wait for him. Theotd is

good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who sé&mek# s good to wait quietly for the salvation of thert.
(Lamentations 3:21-26) That's where we are right now. Quieliing on him. Calling to mind his great love, his
unfailing compassions, and his faithfulness, we are fillél dpe and are not consumed. The Lord is my portion...God
is enough!

Thank you for praying...Phil
Posted Monday, October 10, 2005 at 7:54 pm

John had his CT scan today and unfortunately he has foermodules and the ones already present are larger. This bit
of bad news came on the heels of a remarkable experience last weekghiadphn, three of his siblings, and | got

back from a mission trip to Mexico. We did a medical and defitat along with children’s Bible schools and
evangelism. Because of a hurricane 150 miles away we were dogged most of the week. Wednesday we were
planning to go into a remote mountain village to work. dlag started sunny so we decided to try to get there despite
water-vulnerable dirt roads. Halfway there the rain started agdiwarnad to turn back just short of the village. Our
interpreter remembered a small church nearby just off the pavedsmag went there.

We were greeted by the pastor who had been praying for helgJaoinbecause his foot had gotten infected and he

had no money for a doctor. | checked his foot and gave hira sogam and antibiotics. He didn’t think we should stay
that day to do a clinic in his church because the rain wouldpegge home, but he wanted to sing us a song and share
his testimony.

He told us of his son who 6 years ago was diagnoseduwwmthtumors, and the doctors said they could do nothiag. H
prayed in the hospital over his boy who by then was gigkg and the next morning the tumors were gone. The doctors
sent him to a medical center, and after 10 days of testing thersideclared it a miracle, and the pastor was able to
testify to to them all of the greatness of Jesus Christhédsranslator was translating for us, he began to cry sece h
knew nothing of this story. The pastor then asked Jobkortee up so he could pray for him, and as we all gathered
around John, God showed up. As the pastor prayed, cryirig 8panish and then speaking in tongues, we all started
weeping. The pastor, who speaks only Spanish, said ovevanthalear English, You're free.

The next day we were supposed to minister in a different rmmuwitlage. Since the rain was causing flooding
everywhere, we arranged with this praying pastor to returnekieday to do the clinic in his church. Many of the
people we treated the next day were members of that pastor’'s cAurahdful of them shared stories of how they had
started coming to that church after a family member had been sidiaareceived healing there. | began to wonder if
this pastor didn’t have the gift of healing that scriptatkst about. This is interesting because | don’t really believe |
going to a person who supposedly has the gift of hedliigure we have been given open access to Jesus, why mess
with middle men? Let us then approach the throne of gracecwiifidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)

Obviously, God isn’t going to let my theology standHis way. All this to say that we came back from Mexico with a

sense of wonder and with high hopes this morning whenewe i for the CT scan. Its easy to fantasize about miracles
and wonder if God will actually give you one. | know God traist me with one. | wouldn’t be shy about giving him
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the credit. | know it still isn’t too late -- but | amsdippointed. | don’t need to make excuses for God. No, Geshido
need anyone defending Him. And | can crawl right up in hisvigip my needy, aching heart and find peace and joy and
rest.

For now we will not pursue surgery or other questionabkgrments. We will enjoy each day. We will probably get
another CT scan in mid-December. John has been given severdlofifgsrto share his testimony which he has
enthusiastically accepted. Otherwise he plugs away at school,gBikleng, computer play, and other teenage boy
stuff.

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Wednesday, November 09, 2005 at 6:34 pm

Hey Everybody! | have had a group of enjoyable weeks since mm@Tascan. A family in our church sent us on a
week-long vacation to Myrtle Beach a few weeks ago. During wMom was forbidden from doing school (Oh
Yeah!!). So we spent an awesome week hanging around the beauljrsithe hot tubs, and gooffing off in the
massive room. But on that trip | started having a weird jpamy right side, it became hard to breathe and | instantly
started thinking about cancer. It is very hard to forget abmuithing when it is related to your difficult breathibgd

got me some pain meds and prayed for me, and it became easeattee b his all happened on the first day and the
second day there. | kept taking pills through the third Haypn the morning of the fourth | quit taking thdsilt still

felt tight but it didn’t hurt. We sadly returned home, &mdve had very little trouble with my lungs since. | have,
emotionally, had some trouble with it though, it has proto be a constant reminder of cancer. But because of that, it
has also been a constant reminder of Jesus. And no matterappank in my lungs, Jesus will stay with me through it
all. A week ago, Dad found a magazine at work that was accidengéiilgred there, it was addressed elsewhere. An
article that was entitled Chemo Lite about low-dose chemotheslipy by pill caught his eye. The chemo is given in
very small doses and the person suffers almost no side €frcept for a low chance of hair loss). The thought behind
it is that it impairs the cancer growth, though it probatdy’t kill it. Dad called my oncologist and he told us ablis
experiences with it. In one instance, he saw the nodule meltit®eiinded like it was worth a try so we ordered it and
now | am taking 2 massive pills every night. It seems readiyd to be taking chemo without all the nurses in
Indianapolis or Ft. Wayne or puking my gits out. Oupéads that the chemo will make life miserable for those cancer
cells. Hopefully, because we arn’t letting the cancer recover betvesgmants (like we did with the high-dose chemo)
and I've never taken this medicine before, the cancer might fiBa#ythe dust. Of course there is also the possibility
that God is zapping those cells right now and so speculatiaid be moot. | am hopeful about the chemo but | know
that it can’t do a thing without his blessing, so myédagpin God. | haven't lost my hair yet (but | also osiigrted it a
couple of days ago). Thank you so much for praying andragng to pray. Please pray that | will keep my focus on
God and not loose hope and that the cancer will be annihilated.

In Christ,

Johnny

Posted Sunday, November 27, 2005 at 2:52 pm

John continues to do well spiritually and emotionally. $i¢glly, unfortunately, he is not doing as well. He has derio
coughing spasms, sometimes coughing up a blood clot. Hiekakped two painless lumps, one on his temple area
and one on his ribs. They don’t show up as bone canceagrbut they are likely related to it. He was short of breath
last weekend with minimal exertion and it turns out his hgdaimn was 5 (over 10 is normal). After 4 units of lddwe

felt much better and his color improved. He has various achgsaamglthat come and go. He sleeps more. He has been
invited to a ski trip in early January in Utah. | have staiedon pushups, situps, and pull ups, along with treiad

time to help condition for it. Hopefully he can go. He spaka church last week, he is speaking at another next
weekend. My favorite line from his testimony is as long lagvie breath in these cancer infested lungs | will use it to
praise the Lord. Go John! Go God!

We know that in all things God works for the good afsth who love him....If God is for us, who can be agais@tHe

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up forlushaw will he not also, along with him, graciously gius all
things?...I am convinced that neither death nor life...nathamy else will be able to separate us from the love of God
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that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (scripture portionaifRomans 6:28-39) | love words in scripture like alergthing,
nothing,and anything. When the visible reality of my litedn’t seem consistent with these all inclusive words Iaun t
God's love. God has not withheld his love from me inghst (the greatest example is sending his son Jesus). God
doesn’t withhold his love from me now (the most obviewample is his peace and joy on the face of my son). God
isn’t going to withhold his love from me in the futuio need to fear, God is for us.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Saturday, December 10, 2005 at 9:03 am

John’s physical condition has begun to quickly deterioragenétds pain medication day and night now. This sedates
him but he is comfortable. He is always short of breath apathing rapidly; we have oxygen and breathing treatments
that provide some relief. He walks only short distances anavaats out quickly. His hair fell out, leaving our
household with 2 and a half bald heads. Mine by genetics armdther Taylor’s by razor for solidarity. He needed
another transfusion of 4 pints of blood only 5 days dfietast transfusion. He has had 11 units of blooterast 2
weeks and we don’t know where it is going. He has spelsgoit-wrenching cough that often brings up blood and sets
our whole house on edge when they happen. He eats very littleHeodoesn't have the energy to smile much
anymore. John knows God could still heal him if He chodsgishe is understandably discouraged by God’s answer of
no to that request right now. He has several opportunitissare his testimony coming up but | don’t think he can
physically do it. He’s not crazy about speaking in frontoje groups of people but he loves pointing to Jesuseas th
source of his hope. Hope of eternal life in heaven after he tek&shbreath, and hope of living life this side of heaven
in relationship with God. I'll put up a post of the teginy he shares.

What do | do as discouragement seeks to replace joy in the hearison as his life slowly slips away and just
breathing becomes hard work. What do | do as | watch my wigsst break in grief. What do | do as | watch each of
my children wrestle with the distress of their brother aan@ipts as well as their own feelings. What do | do as my
extended family and friends compassionately extend their hanidg #sthey can do anything to help and | can’t think
of anything....but prayer.

Therefore we do not loose heart. Though outwardly we are \gasiiny, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day. For our light and momentary troubles are achievings@nueternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen. Forsvbeeém is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2
Corinthians 4:16-18) What do | do? | lead the charge bingatty eyes fixed on the right stuff, on the eternal not on
the temporal. Much of my life | see things as if | were lagkihrough foggy glasses. If only | had the unfogged
spiritual glasses to see things as they really are. Johresaald well spiritually. He is nearing the time when he gets to
shed this temporary earth-suit, with all its issues, teepkced with his perfect eternal garments. His troubles are
achieving for him a glory that, if | could see it, would mdkese troubles light and momentary. He is being renewed
inwardly day by day. God loves that kid more than | coulet éope to and he won’'t abandon him in his time of
need....nor us. God keeps his promises. God sees thingsytthey really are, from an eternal perspective not
temporal. God will do the right thing. We won’t loose hédawe keep our eyes fixed on the right stuff.

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Wednesday, December 14, 2005 at 4:39 am

John has moved into our livingroom, two reasons readlyishioo weak to go up the stairs to his bedroom and herpref
being part of the familiar chaos of our household to peacedat] glithough sometimes he pleas for a volume
adjustment. He speaks in a strained voice and very little becaaaghibg is so much work. He was put out with me for
previously writing that he doesn’t smile much, statings $hiles are inside me Dad, it's just very hard to get them to
my face. He coughs less now, can still stay up late playing wimgames with his brothers, reads his Bible some, talks
to God alot, but sleeps most of the time. Narcotic patchesothig pain and morphine inhalation treatments help with
his air hunger. His sunday school teacher asked him yestetti@ayafwas anything he wanted the boys in his class to
know. He said, Tell them: This is not all there is.

Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears iog gad opens the door, | will come in and eat with him,
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and he with me. (Revelation 3:20) The Lord brings thiseveysnind frequently these days. It is often used to encourage
unbelievers to accept Jesus as their savior but actually it iteeswio believers. What a wonderful statement of

intimacy of relationship with Christ. As | tucked Johrast night we prayed together and sobbed. My thoughtsdirif

to a cold night almost two years ago in my car parked inrtbens parking lot of our local hospital having just seen
John’s xrays and the likely diagnosis of cancer. Cryingm@od we were concerned about the future that lay ahead
but we knew that Jesus would be with us. He has been wiHeus with us. He will see us through...like sittiragyah

to a meal together. All we need to do is keep the door open.

Thanks for praying..Phil
Posted Saturday, December 17, 2005 at 5:17 am

| got up early for a meeting yesterday and found John playimegwv computer game a friend had given him. He had
been up all night, bent on conquest. His brother had warat® AM. After | had given him a breathing treatment we
had this conversation. Dad, | think I'm anemic again...Yabgbly are John....l want another transfusion....Are you
sure you want one?...I'm not ready to give up...John gbimgs we do in medicine prolong living and some things
prolong dying...What do you think | should do?..dsm’t planning to give you anymore blood, but if you waant
transfusion | won’t withhold it from you...Dad, doybave peace with that?...uhuh...Then lets wait...l love gbn. Jl
love you dad. | could barely see the road through tears ad tavetry meeting. That evening he told me he’d been
praying and didn’t want anymore blood. A friend at churcteotomforted me with the words, We know how to
live...what we don’t know is how to die. | doesn’t sowadnforting but it gave me permission to feel uncomfortable
with all this.

A photographer friend carved out some time and came to our toctiedee a family picture. We set everything up
outside and then my oldest son carried John out to posewatyone. It was hard not to cry between smiles for the
camera. Many people have brought meals over; our freezer is sttifta@ could be measured in food volume we are
smothered.

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a s@nd they will call him Immanuel - which means God with us.
(Matthew 1:23) This Christmas will probably be the mostmarable in my lifetime. Every year as we approach
Christmas we will think of John. Every year we will be neddd of God’s life lesson in 2005...God with us. Catirig
us, holding us, guiding us, carrying us. Isn’t Goodjo

Thanks for praying....Phil
Posted Wednesday, December 21, 2005 at 5:27 am

John spends his days and nights on a couch next to thetrfidsitree. He is apologetic that he needs to be served and
quick to express thanks, even squeeking out a smile once iitea @hite honestly each of his family members is
anxious to be able to do some small thing to comfort mitassen his misery. He cannot lay down but instead sits up
with a pillow on his lap to rest his chest and head uperdadtes alot but | think he is more aware of his surrousding
than he appears. Last night | was up with him and hadmustieed my head for the second time on a low hanging light
fixture. John looked up with a twinkle in his eyes andedisvo fingers in the air mouthing the word two. Yep, the
stairs still go to the attic. | laughed and cried at the same.tiveird.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving towatdalhas made. (Psalms 145:17) John is comfortable; Jesus is
here. While it appears that God doesn’t intend to heal Joysidaltly, it is a wonderful truth to know that we worship
and serve a God that is capable of instantly growing John degeand lungs; yes, even raising him from the dead. And
God doesn’t mind if we keep asking. Not only that but wevk that if God chooses not to restore John’s health,
whatever God does is righteous and loving and good.itsnérciful of God to give our family this time to care for
John. Day by day as his physical body withers it becomes ovious how ready his eternal soul is to be freed from
this decay into God’s glorious presence. | said it to Joemight he got diagnosed and it rolls through my heag man
times a day...Aren’t you glad we're Christians.

Thanks for praying...Phil
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Posted Thursday, December 22, 2005 at 4:11 am

John died this morning. For some reason Laura and | cogléie’p so we sat up and dozed on and off in the living
room with John. He was sleeping more soundly than usuawaddenly he woke up bright and excited and said, I'm
going home now. It's awesome. I'm going to be with Jeslgswas so happy about it. Then he fell into a restless sleep
and died peacefully several hours later. God is so merciful.

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | kape the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, wéléto me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all
who have longed for his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7,8) Véayat John. I'll see you in heaven.

Thanks for you prayers....Phil
Posted Thursday, December 22, 2005 at 9:12 am

Funeral arrangements for John are visitation 2pm-4pm and@pmiMonday 12-26-05. Service will be 2pm Tuesday
12-27-05 with one hour visitation before the service. Lonatiil be at Grabill Missionary Church, 13637 State St.,
Grabill, IN.

John requested that memorial gifts be sent to Connectio@hftst. This is a ministry that our family has been
associated with for short term mission trips to Mexicorédiaformation atvww.connectionsforchrist.org

God'’s peace is flooding our home.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Friday, December 23, 2005 at 12:02 pm

Countyline Church of God taped the last time John was gdilysable to give his testimony and gave us a DVD copy.
If you would like a copy to encourage someone's walk withslesid us an email giterook37@hotmail.comwith the
subject line DVD request and we'll get a copy to you in thé W also plan to post it on the internet in a week or so
but it is a large video file so only people with high-speadnections will be able to benefit from it. John loved fioin
to Jesus as the source of his strength and he wanted everkorosvt.

This is a transcript of the testimony:
You are all | need

I'm Johnny Chase. | was born into to totally Chaisttamily, if you don't know, | have nine brothenrsd
sisters. | was born again at age four, Jesus catmeny heart and started a changing work in my life
was a good Christian kid, | knew all the answensnduSunday school and could name all twelve
apostles. My dad took me on my first short-termsiiss trip when | was 11. | enjoy playing outside,
running, swimming, skeet shooting, playing videmga, building models, roller blading, and reading.
My life was a pretty normal one, the worst problesese when | had trouble getting along with my
siblings. But, when | was fourteen, | started hg\arnpain in my knee, it really hurt to run, jumpda
ached all the time. My dad, who is a doctor, thdugivas growing pains, | tried not to complain Inoy
leg hurt a lot.

The week before our vacation to Florida, Januarn2084 to be exact, Dad took me into his officged

an X-ray, he had started wondering about what wasgvwith my leg, pain medicine didn't work and
there was a lump in the middle of my knee, righolwemy kneecap. As we came into the hospital, Dr.
Kaminsky, who is a specialist in children's borgodilers, walked in. Dad showed him my knee, and Dr.
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Kaminsky offered to take a look at my X-Ray. Hér@m a Fort Wayne hospital and never comes in on
Mondays especially at 9:30 at night. | had the Xaad Dr. Kaminsky looked at it in the hallway. He

then told us, up front, that it was Osteosarconcarecer of the bone. It is caused when some bdlse ce
start growing when they shouldn't, the result isyolumps that grow and spread throughout my boay. H
also said that since it has broken down most oknge, | would probably loose my leg, and then he
recommended the rotation-plasty, which is a surgewyhich the ankle and foot are cut off, turned

around 180 degrees and reattached to the boneatight my removed knee. There was a short period of
silence and then Dad said to me, with a tear rgndown his face, "Aren't you glad we're Christidns?

| didn't really hear him then, my body and mind eveatally numb, which continued until we came te th
car. We both sat down and looked at each othertrardburst into tears. That night, | poured out my
heart to God, begging him for healing, and askorghis peace. | wondered about how people with
horrible diseases can praise God, and | beggeddgive me that ability also. | don't think | sleptich
that night. The next morning we started telling fsiends, who instantly started offering to makeatse
for us, baby-sit, and do anything that they coaltielp. Our phone wouldn't stop ringing, everyoree w
knew wanted to encourage us and to tell us theg weaying.

My uncle, who is a cancer specialist in Houstorkabe knows the world's authority on Osteosarcoma
and got us an appointment with him. When we arriyad night, my uncle picked us up and had us stay
with him. In Houston, we were worried that we wobkwaiting around for weeks in order to get
anything done, but God took care of that by prowgdne with the VIP treatment there. We set up a
treatment plan and learned a lot about the rotgilasty. While we stayed in Texas, we still crieatén
and there, but things got better as God gave usdase, hope, and restored our joy. My brother, iwlzo
total geek, and is quite proud of it, set up a weldsr us so that people wouldn't have to calirusrder
to get news. The website is www.johnnychase.orgd ®as with me in Houston, he gave me a peace
about what was happening. | didn't want to losdegybut | decided that God knows what is best,t@d
will heal me if that is part of his plan. Our trent plan was four rounds of chemo, surgery, aad th
twelve more rounds of chemo.

We went home and | got to see my pile of cardsrd kere so many people encouraging me and praying
for me. | am the kind of person who thinks that wiheeceive a gift from someone | have to give one
back. But | couldn't do that here, the amount wélpeople showed for me was and still is breathtgki
could feel a debt that | can never repay pilingTigere were so much love flowing into my familyrto
God's people, | couldn't cry anymore. How mastgri@lod uses his people.

We went to my Orthodontist to get my braces oftduse chemo causes nasty mouth sores. | found out
that my Orthodontist had diabetes, and he told Inoeitea chemical that works pretty well to prevent
mouth sores. It tastes awful but it seemed to wbhien he looked me straight in the eyes and toldane
"hang on to God with both hands." | pondered tlsawa drove to the hospital, | realized that a fofm
holding on to God is to run to prayer every tinfed| lonely or discouraged or resentful or depréske
made a decision that | wasn't going to feel depitssepression is a death trap and only makesgjbu f
worse. | discovered that my attitude is 99 per oceyichoice and the way to keep it good is to coompt
blessings and thank God for them. | still had btegs like a loving supportive family, plenty ofda,

good friends, eternity with Jesus, and the prornfiaehe would stay with me no matter what happens.

| had a surgery in which they placed a port righder my skin so that | wouldn't need to get an lI\thee
time. My first chemo was the worst one: pukinglifegsick, heart burn, the cable TV stunk, loud
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pumps, noisy hallways. | had my own room but Chésnmot something fun. The later ones were easier
because they started using Ativan, which basicatyds me to happy land and | don't remember
anything. A couple weeks later, because my hairfaiiag out, | shaved it, and a few of my friends
shaved their heads too. It was pretty funny berid,d could shower with a bar of soap, no dandaufid
bunch of people gave me hats to wear. | soon beearaee of the tension between IU and Purdue
people. | had a Purdue cap and about half the pedpb commented on it were telling me to change it,
also had an IU winter hat, and | got some intemgstemarks about it from people who have seen me
wearing the Purdue hat. | think it was all in furt bdid felt like a traitor.

| finally got through the first four chemos. My Qnlogist told me that sometimes they have to sedate
kids because they are so miserable from mouth .sBugéd made it through with less then five. Weridu
a surgeon in Indianapolis who has done a few migtiasties. The husband of my mom's childhood
friend arranged the schedule so that all of thelgeim the operating room were Christians. | wasdlye
worried about the surgery, but thanks to God, ptdike a rock, the night before surgery. The p#octor
gassed me and | don't remember anything else. Bat tald me that when they wheeled me into the
operating room, one of the nurses had asked islsgared, and | said, "I'm not scared, God is migh'

| guess | believe the same things even when | argged.

Basically, what they did was..... (Show them my)leg As for the surgery itself, it was one of the
smoothest rotation-plasties my surgeon had evee,dmsaid that one of the hardest things abasit thi
surgery is matching the Tibia and Femur togethatr ntine fit perfectly together. My first memory aft
surgery was looking down at my shorter leg andrgawith relief instead of loss, "It's gone." Anlriew
| was talking about the cancer.

The next few months were a blur, chemo, a weekayf, ghemo, a week of play, chemo, a week of play.
The twelve chemos that made up the second groupeskpretty futile, | mean, the cancer was already
gone. We didn't really do much that summer or fdiad under-arm crutches so | was really
maneuverable. Make-A-Wish, a company that grantsh&s" of kids with possibly terminal diseases,
came and gave me a sweet computer so | would lmewetking to do during chemo. Around
Thanksgiving, | got my leg, | named him Wilson aftiee volleyball from the movie Castaway.

As the first chemo was the worst, the last chems tlva longest. We left the hospital and had my port
taken out a couple of days before my birthday, WiscDecember 24. We had an awesome Christmas
and New Year, and we really celebrated becauseked like the end of cancer, just one horrible yea
But God stayed true through it all, we didn't elawe to pay for much of it. By the end of the yé&iad
spent almost $500,000 on hospital bills. But beeaisnsurance we only had to pay a few thousand
dollars. This also got rid of the "which is cheddajuestion so that cost didn't affect any of dwices.
Basically, Chemo is the only time | intend to spéaif a million dollars of somebody else's monay, o
something that makes me sick, not to mention theldss. And now, back to life.

Three months later, on March 17, 2005, | had a €&h $0 make sure the cancer was gone. It wasn't.
Cancer returned in the form of two nodules in nmgls, one in the left lobe and one in the right.tThia
me like a anti-tank gun. We returned home cryingagt now seemed like all sixteen rounds of chemo
were futile. | went to bed feeling betrayed, whgt @od let us go through all that pain if he wasgdo

let cancer into my lungs anyway?

| let my Bible flip open and read the first versleat my eyes fell upon. 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 "Prdiseo
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the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ThiedFaf compassion and the God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we canfootithose in any trouble with the comfort we olves
have received from God. For just as the sufferofgShrist flow over into our lives, so also through
Christ our comfort overflows.” | closed my eyes aneld to praise God, but all that came out was a
strangled sob. Even in my tears, God listened.

We were going to have two surgeries, we had tlsedime and once | recovered from it, we scheduled t
second one, but | got sick with a fever and wetbazhncel. When | recovered we had another CT scan
and the nodule in my left lung shrunk. We cancéedsurgery because cancer nodules always grow, if
they don't they aren't cancer. So we went home wgep joy. Thanking God for my fever, which was
what delayed the surgery long enough for us tdlssethe nodule shrunk. | again thought this wasr.ov
But the next CT scan showed up more nodules, sectveduled surgery again, But God cares about our
pain because when we finished prepping for surdkeysurgeon told us that some of the nodules ae@re
small he didn't think that he could get them, tiveye the size of grains of sand. He, instead afdasg
surgery like it was scheduled, decided to screwiggchedule and cancel because he didn't want to
make me go through surgery more then | had to. Klgan God for giving me a surgeon like this. We
delayed the surgery for a month and a half in ofolenew nodules to quit popping up. So | had dtpre
good summer. | got to help out at Camp Mack (owrch camp), and went to another camp devoted only
to kids who have, or have had cancer.

In early August we had a CT scan, Dad told meweatvould talk about it later, he wanted me to be ab
to enjoy our trip to Cedar Point that Friday. Whengot back, my Dad pulled me aside and told me
about the CT results and what he found out. | khewad been kind of edgy but | never expected what
he told me. Basically my lungs don't look good réheere four new nodules, Dad sent the report to my
cancer doctor in Indianapolis and to the specialistouston. They both had different opinions, the
surgeon wanted to go in now and, this time, doswageries, because some of the nodules are in
hard-to-get places. The Specialist in Houston wente to do more chemo first and then surgery. The
choices don't look like fun but what choice dicavk? Well, my dad told me about a third choice. The
Specialist said that if we do nothing, | will beadein 6-9 months, and if we do only surgery, mg lif
expectancy doesn't improve much, if I continuestorf nodules. With chemo | have a one in five chance
of improvement, and doctors would consider the eashrinking even a little bit an improvement, even
if the person doesn't live any longer. Their deiiom of "Improvement"” is more morbid then it sounds

| had a choice to either feel sick, loose my hget,scars everywhere, and probably still die indhths,

or live for my nine months and one day just getsbbbreath and die. | know that we don't live by
statistics. God can heal me even if there was@l.@@r cent chance of survival. We had a meetirly wi
our Oncologist and decided to wait and see if nmadules show up. If they don't, we go for surgédry,
they do, then we wait on God some more. We haadrgiven chemo a chance. The nodules are in a
place where the surgeon can get at them, so waldrg it as a sign that God may want us to doesyrg
eventually. It seems like trying to read God's mimgt God didn't let the nodules grow in a placexeh
the surgeon couldn't get them. It would be so nmeadher, in a morbid sort of way, if God would jlett
cancer grow in a place where surgeons can't getfdten | would be forced to just sit back and, die

sit back and wait for God's healing.

It is not like | want to die, who does? | like Ing, but I'm not afraid of death. Heaven soundsdikgeat

place. If God wants us to do surgery why doesnjtisieheal me without it? If | continue to grow rnubes,
surgery will be for nothing. And trust me, it hurts
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A few weeks ago, a magazine "accidentally” showgdtuny dad's office. It had an article about
low-dose chemotherapy. It is designed to prevestaw the growth of cancer without the side-affexts
high-dose chemotherapy. It sounded too good touge iny dad called my oncologist and he agreed to
give it a try. Although | have lost my hair agaimasn't made me sick. | don't know if it is stoygpthe
cancer though. Right now | am coughing a lot moseially with blood. | also have several lumps on my
body, one right here on my forehead. | also gedithiess really easily. These daily reminders make
cancer a lot harder to ignore.

| am still begging God to take away my cancer, thatld be so awesome, that is what | have despgrate
wanted since all this started. | have wondered Wilyy doesn't God just take Cancer away? Why did he
give it to me in the first place? Why is he allogih to be so hard to give my testimony "Why" | av
discovered, is not a question that God has to ansiteknew the answer, sure some of this wouldn't
seem so pointless, but would knowing "why" makergéng better?

In the Bible, Job's problem was that he neededtavkivhy. He said that God was punishing him for no
reason. That he didn't deserve any of what happienidn. But God told Job, "How can you know what
my purposes are? Where were you when | laid thedations of the earth?" God wasn't saying that Job
deserved what was happening to him. God said timatid his great wisdom, couldn't possibly fathom
why God did what he did. "Why" isn't a questiontthaeds answering, though it can trouble my
thoughts.

Sometimes when | was discouraged, | would thinkuébmaking "deals" with God, "I will do this if you
heal me." When God didn't hold up his end of thealll would wonder why God passed up this great
deal. | was acting like God needed me to do thihat. God doesn't need me. | need him, and tiging
persuade or trick him into anything just doesn'tkwo

When it came to the future, Jesus showed me twoieel One: Do the planning and decision making.
Two: when finished, stop thinking about it. Whethdught about the future, 99 per cent of my thosight
were worries. Jesus said, "Do not worry about teovey for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day
has enough trouble of its own." It wasn't deniakduse | was planning for the future, I just wasn't
worrying about it. It isn't easy, especially nowt od is helping me through it.

Is my situation hopeless? This is a question th#&irsloves to throw around in my mind. | really don
have proof that God is healing me. All | really knts that | am going to heaven. That knowledge dbves
really help when Satan hits me with "here and nquéstions. All | can really do is try to ignore hand

say that "here and now" doesn't matter. Becautieeipast | was subconsciously counting on a miracle
from God, Satan could sometimes erode my shietdithf. | had so much trouble fighting Satan's lies
about how God didn't care because | was givingdnmmunition by basing my defense on what God was
doing for me. Satan simply made me focus on wh@a's caring" didn't obviously show up. In
desperation, | talked with my dad about what hopavie on this earth, and he helped me remember that
Jesus promised never to leave or forsake me. $mayihope on this earth. | do want him to heal loog,

| am no longer pretending that God promised to heal

| know for a fact that God will get me through wieaer shows up, and | am going to keep followirg hi

even if it kills me, and | would rather die knowihgm doing what God wants and planned for me to do
then to live to be ninety, knowing that | turnedrfr his plan and went my own way. God is the only
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reason | get out of my bed in the morning, his lsvieow | got through the first day, his joy is wiaeps
me smiling, his peace is what helped me deal mghass of my leg. He gave me patience to stantball
chemo treatments. In his kindness and goodnessjrh@unds me with loving Christians who care more
about me than | can know. God has been faithfaisrmpromises to stay with me and never forsake me.
And because of Jesus, | am not afraid of deattgusecwhen | die, | know | am going to heaven. And a
long as | have breath in these cancer infesteds|ungill use it to praise the LORD.

Posted Friday, December 23, 2005 at 7:31 pm

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived whats@oedared for those who love him. (1
Corinthians 2:9) Last evening as | was returning from asgicly a plot for burial at the cemetery my attention was
caught by the spectacular sunset. | couldn’t help wonderingJohatwas seeing in heaven. | heard once that anything
of beauty here on earth is only a foretaste of the beauty wexg#rience in heaven.

| can’t possibly relate all the emotions we are experiencingd,daut tell you they are healthy and good. Right at the top
of the list would be relief. Relief because John’s fightisr@and we no longer need to be concerned about his welfare.
We know he is now experiencing pure, sweet, unimmaginabl@ j@pd’s presence. Relief because we no longer carry
the weight of this trial. Relief because God has shredded amy de ever had about his faithfulness. Relief because
frankly we didn't know how we would feel after his death.

Is it OK to tell you we feel great...fragile but great. Telrw feasily and unashamedly. They honor John and the special
place he has in our hearts. They honor God as an expresgi@titfde for his goodness to John and us. They heal our
battle wounds. They express victory over Satan and his slatdsvdpts to make something evil from what God

intended for good.

We are really looking foward to celebrating Christmas. We'rkitepfoward to the visiting times with family and
friends and people whose lives have been touched by John. Kned foward to celebrating John’s life and what he
believed unto death on Tuesday.

Have a wonderful Christmas with us as we all celebrate the &jrtbfthe One who destroyed the power of sin and
death.

Thank you so much for praying...Phil
Posted Tuesday, December 27, 2005 at 5:47 am

We had the time of visitation yesterday. | was a little nenmmeause | had never been on this side of a visitation
before. What a wonderful way to spend a day. Stand in one plasix hours and get stroked by family and friends jand
even people you have never met before. People whose lives haveuswdtby John and our family. People who love
us and have been praying for us and cheering us on. PeopBothaent to express his love to us through tears and
kind words and hugs. Now | understand - visitation dfterdeath of a loved one is healing.

Jesus wept. (John 11:35) My kids love memorizing thisevbecause it is the shortest verse in the Bible. It is a verse
about Jesus at the tomb of his friend Lazarus who had diegl dlays before. There have been many reasons proposed
as to why Jesus wept at that time. The reason | find mdsfysay is that Jesus knew Lazarus was in heaven and he was
about to raise him from the dead and bring him back ta#ssy old world. Jesus knew how great heaven is because he
left heaven to come here to die for our sins. It grieved dibrihg Lazarus back from that to this.

It is great to be able to smile on this side of Johnes At the visitation people would often have a bewildered ok
their face as they visited with Laura and | and the kids. TRE SMILING. | think some were afraid we’'d be
slumped on the floor - sobbing, quivering, miserable mifdtesh. Actually, before John died | wasn't sure how we’d
react, we've never done this before and that makes it a little s@areye have Jesus.

What's not to smile about. My son is in heaven. My sait &iffering anymore. We really don’t know alot about

1/18/2008 5:30 P!



Update for Johnny Chase file:///C:/Downloads/Johnnychase.org/newsite.

John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

heaven, but God has promised us it will be great. One Likingw - earth isn’t heaven and | don’t need to feel that John
has been cheated of anything by going there a little earlier thantéd. When | miss John my thoughts quickly go to
the realization that he is happy and I will see him again som@day dad isn’t that ultimately what | want for all my
kids. I want them to be happy in life and | want to speathéy with them in heaven. If | can’t have both then I'll
choose the later. | still shed tears and these honor Johheasgdcial place he will always have in my heart. My tears
are also a sacrifice of praise to my God who knows what isabedsalways acts in love.

Today is the funeral. When | asked John what he wanted airfeigaf he said’ | just want it to glorify God. His sister
prepared a powerpoint to one of John’s favorite songs. i twashare some thoughts but I'm afraid I'll cry and ne on
will understand what | am trying to say.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Wednesday, December 28, 2005 at 5:37 am

Yesterday was a great day. Many encouraged us saying that loteral fpointed straight to our great God. | wanted to
share some thoughts, many prayed that | would be able to sgehésod answered powerfully. | wondered if walking
away from the fresh grave of my son would hit us with a wewe of loss. Quite honestly, we are so full of assurance
that John is rejoicing in the presence of God that it is teawehllow much in feelings of our loss. Besides that we are
being not just touched but slammed to the floor and pitimeré by the out pouring of love from family and friendd an
even complete strangers.

| pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightenedén tirat you may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints hamincomparably great power for us who believe. (Ephesians
1:18-19) As Laura and | prepared to leave John'’s grave sidertbeal director approached us and said,God has
touched you in a special way. I'm sure this man has seenliinalke early this morning and began weeping as |
realized that someone was probably praying for us right #rehthe joy and peace that my family and | are
experiencing even in this shadow of death is from the faightylers of so many people, many of whom we have never
met. Through this journey of John’s cancer and then his @adrhas opened the eyes of our hearts as this verse says.
We have a new understanding and confidence in the hope he has satletha riches of our inheritance, and God’s
incredible power for us. That's why we have peace and joy evenlweags weeping out of gratitude to God and to you
who have prayed. | was weeping out of repentance because | dayétmothers as | ought. Oh God teach me to pray.
May this powerful life lesson be a catalyst in my prayer May those who have lifted us up in prayer receive back a
hundred fold the fullness of Christ that you have pounemour lives because of their faithfulness.

This last year John was picking up the guitar and this wasbhis favorite songs to play. We sang it at his funeral.
Blessed be your name by Matt Redman

Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance flow

Blessed be Your name

And blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness

Blessed be your name

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise
And when the darkness closes in Lord
Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
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Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me
When the world’s “all as it should be”

Blessed be Your name

And blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering
Though there’s pain in the offering

Blessed be Your name

You give and take away
You give and take away

My heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be Your name

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Friday, December 30, 2005 at 6:40 am

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. lih 4016) | woke this morning remembering months ago when
| was meditating on God'’s display of love to us in Ghifsnothing else, | could look to Christ's life and deédr me

as ample evidence of God's love for me. And that is a loveltigely on when some things in life didn’t look so

loving. Then God revealed to me that he was showing higdéone through John also. | cried then and it still makes
me cry but for a different reason. Back then | couldn’t seatit knew by faith it was true. Now | cry because | can see
it. God has showered his love on us in visible tangiblesvilagt put to rest any doubt of his love. We know hig lo
because we have experienced his love in a powerful and unforgetabl€h&agountless words and acts of kindness
from others have shown us God'’s love. The beautiful wayl@&sdsustained our family during the hard times shows us
God'’s love. The obvious way God cradled John in his annasigh his trial and even to death showed us his love. Our
peace and joy that defies understanding shows us God'’s lese sBmething small like God helping me give the
eulogy at my son'’s funeral without sobbing uncontrolablgwed me God’s love. Here’s what | said:

In 3 John verse 4 the apostle John wrote, | have no gregtdijo to hear that my children are walking in the truth. My
son John walked in the truth right up to the end. JebustGs that truth.

When things were good he would give thanks to Jesus.

When things were bad he would seek comfort from Jesus.

If you asked him if he was mad at Jesus because of this canceuliesay, | can't bite the hand that feeds me.

He loved bringing attention to Jesus, often times defleetiogmpliment someone had just paid to him by saying, It's
all Jesus.

Some of you might not know John’s last words.

A few hours before he died he woke from a sound sleep andbrigtht eyes and excitement in his voice he said ,I'm
going home now. It's awesome. I'm going to be with Jesus.

Those of you who knew John well would agree with thfsJehn could speak from the grave he would say, This is not
all there is. Give your life completely to Jesus.

Thank you for all your prayers for John and my family.

God is so good and God is enough.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, January 1, 2006 at 3:17 pm

Funeral and Graveside Messages:

To your entire family, Phil, Laura, Taylor, Corrie, Paula, Marta, Maria, Carter, Susannah,
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Colson, Bethany and your entire family | want to express my deepest sympathy.

The stark reality is that none of us planned to be here today. It was not on our calendars. We
all planned to be somewhere else at this moment. But because of an appointment with death
we are here. And this is not the last appointment with death we will keep. There will be at lease
one more for each of us.

What makes the joy of this memorial celebration of Johnny’s life, so vivid, is the background
against which it is set. It is set against the background of suffering . The dark background of
suffering is what provides the contrast that makes our faith in God, and our hope in his
promises, so brilliantly visible.

A perspective like this, at the loss of such a young life, is possible only when we choose to
place our entire lives, in God'’s all powerful, hands. That is what we call, Faith in Christ !

Faith in Christ makes a difference. It makes a difference in how we live life, and it makes a
difference, in how we face death.

Faith in Christ is how you explain eyes filled with tears, and voices echoing God'’s praise
both at the same time.

Faith in Christ is how you can explain the sense of loss and the sense of joy, both residing in
our hearts at this moment.

The message of God, for this moment, to each of us, is one of soaring confidence in Him.
That's what Faith in Christ produces in us. Because you see, even this stretch of life’s road is
not beyond his reach. God’s compassionate care for us is as fresh as this morning’s sunrise.

And so, this is why, we confidently place our brokenness, in his strong hands. Because his
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compassions never fail us, and his faithfulness is always great to us!

This was the kind of courage that guided Johnny’s life, especially these last two years.
Because he lived with such confidence in God, he would want us to do the same.

Ps 77 is a portion of God’s word that shows us how to navigate time like these in our lives. It
shows us how to experience a grief that lead to growth. The truth of God’s word is what lights
the path we now walk on. This Psalm shows us how personal anguish can lead to spiritual
growth. This Psalm shows us some crucial steps that lead from despair to joy, from our own
inadequacy, to God'’s sufficiency.

No matter how much we try to fight it, suffering is a part of life. It may be in the form of a broken
body or a broken heart but, sooner or later, it comes to all of us.

Suffering can make us or break us. When it hits our lives, with full force, we have two choices:
To blame God and reject him, believing he could have prevented it, or To trust God , that it is
part of our lives is part of His mysterious plan for us. Suffering is often the crucible in which
faith is formed.

The Psalmist had an exceptional ability to be honest about his spiritual struggles. His honesty
is shown throughout this psalm. Whether he is confessing his own failures, or admitting his
confusion over God’s ways, he perseveres. He holds on to his belief in God, and that belief
produces hope. Words of instruction and wisdom for those of us who are left to walk life’s road.

1. Take some time to focus on yourself.

As you serve others who are suffering, don’t forget yourself or ignore your own needs. Your
need for God’s help matter too.
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Sometimes people condemn this kind of expressions as being selfish. But it's really just being
honest. And honestly acknowledging our hurt can be a huge step toward healing. When we
take the time to focus on what is happening to us, God will help us see beyond what is
happening to us. After all, God is thinking about us, too. He loves us. He desires our greatest
good.

While God cares about our suffering, He is also concerned about molding our lives so that we
will bring honor to Him. Sometimes our suffering prevents us from understanding everything
God is up to. That may be why he sometimes moves slowly. We will cast all our cares on God
only when we are honest enough to admit that we are overwhelmed by them.

! ' ( !

This verse doesn’t say it's wrong to have anxiety, it says it's simply unwise to try to bear it
yourself. Give it go God! If we try to cover up the pain, or pretend it is not there, we are really
relying on ourselves to deal with it. So looking within ourselves, and becoming aware of our
own hurts and needs is a big step toward all God has for us in the future.

God is our refuge. He waits eagerly to take us in, to listen to our heart’s cry, to care for us, to
comfort us, to mend our broken hearts. But first we have to acknowledge our need of his help.

2. Don't be afraid to ask God hard questions.

He now takes up a series of questions. Questions not about himself or his circumstances, but
guestions about God. There is nothing wrong with asking God hard, honest questions. There’s
a difference between asking questions and guestioning God. A big difference. Don’t miss the
significance of this difference.

Some think these questions are accusations against God. | don’t think so. | think they are
guestions, that will lead us to re-affirm, in our hearts and minds, what we already know to be
true, about the goodness of our God. Listen to these questions...

1/18/2008 5:30 P!



Update for Johnny Chase file:///C:/Downloads/Johnnychase.org/newsite.

John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

+ - + .-
! + - +)

We know that the answer to all of these questions is NO! God has not rejected us, or forgotten
us, or failed us. He is not withholding his compassion from us. His love for us has not vanished,
especially not when we face things like this.

God is not angry with our honest questions. He wants us to ask them. When we do, he wants
us to listen to him. Though God may seem silent during parts of our journey, do not mistake his
silence for his absence . The one who said, “I am with you always,” meant it for right now in
your life.

For every believer, there are times of darkness. Times when we don’'t have answers to all of
our questions. Living by God'’s clock means learning the discipline of patiently waiting on his
ways.

4 g )

So, because of this, we can say with Jesus; “Not my will, but your will be done, God.” “Not my
way God, but your way, God.” The conclusion of these questions brings us to the realization
that trusting God with what we can see and what we can'’t see, is our best response to what we
experience. It's how we say; | want your way in my life God.

3. Remember God’s goodness in your life.

Wrestling with life’s problems and circumstances can wear us down. It can sometimes cause
us to forget what God has already done for us. When those times come, and they come to all
of us, we need to remember all that God has done for us.

3 #& &
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Notice how he puts it. “ will...” Three times he says it. “l will’” He is choosing to remember

God’s goodness, in spite of his suffering. When God seems silent, he says, 4

5When the way seems too difficult, he says 4

5When his mind seems confused, he says, 4
5

When we remember what God has done for us in the past, we know that, once again, even in
the midst of a great test, He will lift us up. And He will reveal Himself to us. Looking back, on
God’s goodness, gives us the perspective we need in the present, to find his hope for the
future.

4. Express your heart to God in praise.

To express a prayer of praise to God, in the midst of our grief, is an expression of faith in him.
It is saying that we truly believe, that in all things, God is working for our good.

“Prayer has been called the slender nerve that moves the mighty hand of God. Any form of
sincere, believing prayer channels God’s power into our lives and situations, but the prayer of
praise especially releases His power. Praise is “faith in action”— and faith brings victory that
changes circumstances or victory in circumstances as they are. - Warren and Ruth Myers

Placing our eyes in God, and choosing to praise Him, is the final step toward growth in the
midst of grief and suffering. Praise proves we are;

0 ur spirits rise, and we reaffirm
God's rightful place at the center of our lives. As Paul wrote;
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“Praise is like a plow set to go deep into the soil of a believers’ hearts. It lets the glory of God
into the details of daily living.” - C. M. Hanson

So, because of this we choose to say with the psalmist,

My question for you is this. Have you made a place in your life for God. This God the Johnny
knew and loved and followed wants you to know him to.

| want to give you an opportunity, at this moment, to do exactly this. To ask Jesus Christ to
come into your life.

L% "88% "&$$

Graveside Service for Johnny Chase, 12/27/05 Pastor  Bill Lepley

Psalm 62:5-8,11-12 5 Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. 6 He
alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | will not be shaken. 7 My salvation and
my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 8 Trust in him at all times, O
people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge... 11 One thing God has spoken,
two things have | heard: that you, O God, are strong, 12 and that you, O Lord, are loving.
Surely you will reward each person according to what he has done.
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And so, as a deliberate choice of faith in God here is what we do...

1. We trust in God at all times... The good times and the bad times.

2. We pour out our hearts to him... He understands and invites us to share the burden of

our lives with him.

3. We remain unshakably confident

in His promises to us... When our faith in God is sure,

even the tragedies of life are not enough to shake His firm grip on us.

The Act of Committal...

We choose to cherish the memories of Johnny that will always be sacred to us. We delight in
the sustaining strength of our faith, because it is stronger than what we now face. We will be
comforted by the hope we have in eternal life, a hope that now fills our hearts. And so with
confidence in our faithful God we commit all that is mortal of our loved one to this resting place.
Because we believe in the resurrection to follow and the reunion we will one day have in

heaven.

I'm Free

Don't grieve for me for now I'm free
I'm following the path God laid for me
| took his hand when | heard him call
| turned my back and left it all

| could not stay another day

To laugh, to love, to work or play
Tasks left undone must stay that way
| found that place at the close of day

If my parting, has left a void

Then fill it with remembered joy

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Ah yes, these things, | too will miss
Be not burdened with times of sorrow
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| wish you sunshine for tomorrow

My life's been full, I've savored much

Good friends, good times, a loved ones touch
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief

Lift up your heart and share with me

God wanted me now

He set me free

- Author Unknown

Posted Monday, January 02, 2006 at 6:04 am

| lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in hea¥erthe eyes of slaves look to the hand of their mastengeas t
eyes of a maid look to the hand of her mistress, so oulagleso the Lord our God, till he shows us his mercy.
(Psalms 123:1,2) | woke yesterday in tears. | was remembgrigok of delight on my son’s face as he uttered his last
words. What a mercy of the Lord to us. God didn’t haw#otthat. That moment was for us, a gift from God.

As | reflect on the past two years | can see mercy upon mercydozmMany are chronicled on this website. Here is
one that was not. The day John died | woke with the meniony @ad’s death. The family had gathered and one by
one my five siblings and | sat alone with my dad, remingseainout memories we had through the years, receiving and
giving forgiveness when necessary, and expressing many piguwiospoken words of love to each other. My time
with Dad is one | will always cherish.

| felt impressed to have each of my older children write a walehin expressing such thoughts to him. They were
hesitant but complied with my request. Later that day when J@ls between naps and alert, each sibling tearfully read
their letter to him. God showed up and it was a beautdickesl moment in our lives. Each child has thanked me since
then for that opportunity. We could have missed it becausediet less than twelve hours later. God had mercy on us.
That's the kind of God we serve.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Thursday, January 05, 2006 at 4:36 am

My oldest two children are back to college. | have seven childiteatshrome but the house seems unusually empty,
The hubbub of the holidays is past. We restarted homesc@olah| returned to work. We are slowly sorting through
John's stuff. An empty feeling is creeping in. | knowstlsi a normal part of the mourning process but it isrigisting.

| realized that before John’'s death the great temptation was tinéefuture, to worry. Now the temptation is to sin in
our grief. | have never heard anyone talk about sinning immraybut | can definitely feel the enemy’s tugs. Many
suggest that anything goes is the healthy way to mourn.demmany wrong choices presenting themselves to my
family and 1.

First there is self pity, a rat’s nest that looks awefuliypfmotable, but like a mud-lined pit, is easy to slide iotio hard

to climb out of. Then there’s the temptation to get framtiadtivities or work to distract from the pain. Or how abou
ruminating about what we might have done differently to #tteicourse of events. Of course there are the old favaorites
of anger at God, bitterness about life’s turns, depressi@neating, playing up our pain to every listening eatr, ...

Jesus said, whoever drinks the water | give him will nevestitindeed, the water | give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14), M@ refuse to sin in our mourning. Anything other tdmmist
that offers itsself up as a balm for our pain is a countetfert,, you promised that if | drank your water | wouleler
thirst. I'm thirsty Lord. I'm counting on you to queimthis thirst in my heart with the water of your presenad.df
you, Lord, I will never thirst. Aren’t you glad Jesus keafll his promises.
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Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Sunday, January 08, 2006 at 3:11 pm
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he prbmised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23)

Many people have indicated concern over how | am doing sincedhiethtwo weeks ago. | certainly have times of
sadness. Especially as | sort through his schoolwork. it ddamn’t throw away his perfect chemistry tests or hisisigrl
Stanford Achievement Test scores. He was a fine student, arehtitye iasn't hit me yet that he will never need these
again. Besides, | am so very proud of him; without hiregems to me the intelligence of the people of earth has
dropped a few points. Well, okay, I'm his mom. Few cowddtthim in chess, even when he was groggy on
chemotherapy or pain medication.

| am also grieving as | clean out his bed, his desk, and dsamdrgather his possessions for his siblings and close
friends to pick through and find momentos. Thanks to nggmerous encouragers, he had some pretty neat technology.
But the simple things | find take more time. A secret code &eynteresting stone, an incomplete model airplane,
burned but unlabeled CDs, pictures, and saved letters invite paise and wonder what significance each had to
Johnny, and why he stored them, other than he didn't geharno throwing them away. | thought about going thioug

his things with him before he died, but at the time it seedi®@tbnoring, as if it might sabotage hope in being cured.
Yes, he had hope in a miracle up to the last. And it would baen wrong to take that away.

Our many fun times together as a family couldn’t obscuredatisof John’s terrible prognosis. It was like living liret
shadow of a teetering boulder, soon to crush what time wiefiad/e have been in mourning already for two years,
watching Johnny deteriorate. This is why you don't see npagsionate mourning now. I've cried it all out already, and
I’'m so comforted as a mom to know Johnny isn’t suffeeing more, that | can smile and feel relief. | miss John
terribly, but agree with Phil: What is our highest ptipgs parents but to see our children chose Christ and fbllow
--no matter what that means-- to the end? We know where Jahnny

One fear | had going through Johnny’s possessions wasnatéd. Was Johnny who he portrayed himself to be?
Drama and deception run rampant among my people. Even with tlomoéag, there is no guarantee that anyone lives
his internal life consistent with what other people see. d@sdned out nooks and crannies, | stumbled upon prayers he
had written, secret prayers he never intended to put on thetevebbiave other people read. The handwriting is
atrocious -- a sure indication the words were full of emottben he wrote them and for his (and the Lord’s) eyes only.
Sometime | will type them up, and it will have to be me Having graded his schoolwork for eleven years, | am
probably the only one who can make out his writing. Theyaaeitiful and honest, full of horror at his situation and
faith in his kind Savior to see him through it. No reatofear as | worked through his things. Johnny waslhsffu
integrity as | could ever hope. No pornography, no despaisecrets. Only Jesus.

| treasure your prayers,
Laura

Posted Tuesday, January 10, 2006 at 5:45 pm

Johnny tried to be deceptive only about one thing, and héowsys at it. He didn’t want us, especially his mother, to
know how bad he had been feeling since about October. He windiyd leaslept a lot, and he had trouble getting
around to his schoolwork and chores. (Like a mother wouttirice this?) | didn’t talk to him about it, and it waard

for me to know whether to push him to be responsiblebrihl let up too much, | was afraid he would lose hajd

he beamed with satisfaction when he felt good enough to dablalwork for the family. | was not duped by his smiles
and jokes, because his hacking cough, day and night, relentlesshded me that this boy was being consumed by
cancer and there was nothing, absolutely nothing, | could alat &b

His last 10 days room air suffocated him, and he needed orygemorphine to keep from being terrified because he
couldn’t breathe. We gave John a bell he could ring if he éeltds in a crisis and we were in another room.
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The last two weeks of Johnny’s life were agony for me as hendbr | became frantic trying to ease his suffering.
Looking back, | realize it was then that Johnny began mimstéoi me. He recognized my helplessness and gave me
little useless things | could do to serve him like getioegwater or Kleenex or more blankets or sit next to him and ru
his back. He thanked me every time. After a breathing treatmerisk, “Are you comfortable?” He’d answer, “I'm
perfect.”

And | admit with embarrassment my greatest temptation dthiedime was to run away. Not run to Monte Carlo or
something, but slightly out of the fray; anywhere in tbade | couldn’t hear the machinery, the coughing, or the bell.
The Lord got my attention, and | began to consciously makeftbrt to stay beside him as much as | could while he
suffered, and I'm glad | did. Every day the Lord providedpportunity for me to get away from it all for a while and
be refreshed.

And this is, as Phil says, the raw, earthly side. Where wakiod Savior during this agony? Right beside us, fgelin
our pain, filling our home with peace and joy, and tangselyding us his people. | now have seen “the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18). Thesiee you all. You are a secret, spectacular network of
Christ’s workers just waiting for orders, present in e@ty, ready to love someone in crisis at a moment’s notica. Yo
cross ethnic barriers and denominations. Christ is sdevisityou.

You sent a three-foot stack of cards which sit in our kitadwener like a monument to love. The cards were penned
with encouragement, scripture, and prayers damp with tears.féVeiare now going through them one at a time during
our morning family Bible time and pray for each of you, beeausat goes around in the Kingdom of God comes
around! Your emails were so timely and encouraging! You faglithsyour best recipes and in large quantities! You
cared for our children and took them places. And best ofallyisited Johnny. Daily for the last two weeks of His li
someone came and prayed with him. He was so grateful for yayarp! Several have mentioned to me that they were
awakened at 4 in the morning on the day Johnny died and dayesl Then after Johnny went to glory, you
surrounded us with more mail, and fruit, and flowers,yamdcame to the viewing and stood in line for hours just t
hug us. Seven hours of compassion. What a healing timatizsiis! You showed up en masse to send Johnny off at
his funeral even though it was only two days after Chrisemnasyou had other things you could be doing. Each of us
has only twenty-four hours in a day, and we are so deeplyrédithat you spent so much of those days on us.

Christ continued to whisper to us through the scriptanesthe love of other believers that he had not abandoned us,
that what he was accomplishing through John was bigger thaveve, and that Johnny was never in danger, that we
were loved and in the center of his will, and everything wasggo be okay.

King David delighted in fellow believers who served God wittm: As for the saints who dwell in the land, they are the
glorious ones in whom is all my delight. Ps 16:3. Wedelight in those who are standing with us, you arealsti

If you have a moment, please pray for two dear young ladmgrilife. Hillary May is 16 and just starting
chemotherapy for newly diagnosed Hodgkins Disease. Her web witenv.caringbridge.org/visit/hillaryKaris
Kornfield is a young lady born without functioning iniees and is today undergoing a complete intestinal, liver,
pancreas transplant. Her last one failed and we are praying ¢éhimight be successful. Her website is
www.aup.org/karis/latest _update.htm

| treasure your prayers,

Laura
Posted Thursday, January 12, 2006 at 6:37 am

Many times during Johnny’s ordeal, | dreamed that a miracléd@ppen, that | would awake the next morning and
Johnny’s appetite would be back, or the cough would be gortiee tumors would disappear from the CT scan. |
prayed, “Dear Lord, couldn’t you heal him now? Aren’t we da@mough good with what has happened already to bring
you glory? Can’t you stop the agony now, before we lobardg?”
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Over and over God would impress these thoughts on me. I'¢esld. Johnny could live a normal, earthly life and you
would have a great miracle story to praise Me with. And | kgowwould be faithful to give Me the glory.

“But what if | ask more of you? What if what is happeniogohnny has eternal ramifications beyond what you
understand now? What if by taking Johnny Home to mysatf bible to accomplish what could not be done on earth
any other way? What if by your not losing faith in Me, snaame into my kingdom and found abundant, eternal life?
What is that worth?

“You know, Beloved, many of my children have walked througbperate times, and will continue to. What if, by
being faithful to the end, you and Phil are able to comfespdrate people because you have earned a little legitimacy
in suffering?

“But as an alternative, what if, after | healed Johnny, somedunom Me because | didn't heal their loved one like |
healed yours?

“Or you might begin to offer people some spiritual formolahealing that “worked” for you, rather than hope in my
greater plan.

“Your hope will not disappoint you, even if | take himy fdvave healed him. He is safe with me.”

It is reported that D L Moody reflecting on his own matyadaid, “One day you will see this headline in the paper: {DL
Moody Is Dead’. Don’t you believe it! For at that momesh&ll be more alive than | ever have been.”

John, right now, is more alive than he ever has been.

John 11:25 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection arifiehide who believes in me will live, even though he dies.’

In hope of eternal life, grateful for your prayers,
Laura

Posted Saturday, January 14, 2006 at 4:41 pm
How does a person get through such a difficult thing as & oéatchild?

When | was in my early teens, | had read almost all of thé bhoks in our small church’s library, so | picked up a

bulky one, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, mainly because it hadupést That Sunday afternoon | read about a mother and a
teenage son who were condemned to be burned at the stake ftaitiheithe mother was forced to watch her son die
first. | expected that she would wail with dispair and thsiund in agony, and probably that was what her persecutors
expected, too. Instead, as they tied the boy and started trenfiras he felt pain, she shouted encouragement to him,
“Be strong and brave! You know the truth -- believe it nBattgive your enemies! Do not fear, you are not far from the
Savior's embrace! | will join you soon!” He, and then sheddiot in bitterness but in hope, not in weakness, but in
victory. | remember closing that book reverently and weepinthtd valiant, faithful mother. The world was not

worthy of her.

| would never have come to the conclusion on my own thateatef my child could be faced with courage,
obedience, and peace. | doubted | could ever be strong like themrotoxe’s Book. | was always one of those who
watched with awe as a suffering fellow-servant obeyed throwiéntiadversity.

But watching adversity is not living it. | could trubetLord to make my responsibility clear when the time came.

| needed to stay on my square.

Follow this analogy. Life is like a board game. There are aflstjuares you can find yourself on or move to. Some are
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advantageous or daring, and some distract you from your imkjectd don’t accomplish anything. Keeping the big
picture in view is the best way to negotiate your way to kctout on an average day, keeping the big picture on a
complicated board game is very challenging. The squares lodkéigeall have the same value, but they don’t.
Judgment gets foggy because there are too many options.

One thing | now understand is that the fog lifted witl dawn of suffering. The rays of light from the perspective o
suffering illuminated the gameboard differently, certain squaeeame dull and others stood out. Squares of obedience
glowed and revealed they were strong and substantial. Squaedelibn, distraction, self-pity, fear, and worry could

be seen edgewise in the light and it was clear their props weckéahout and they were flimsy as tissue-paper and
dangerous, false places to stand. | knew if | inched outemethquares, they would give way, and | would crumble, The
choice was painfully clear. There weren't a lot of legitimate placget

| would be safe if | stayed on my square.

One square stood out brilliantly on the board. It was labefiTrust in the Lord” and it drew me. It was solid and real.
Staying in that square, | knew what to do, because writtéheofour sides of my square were “Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” and “Bless the Lardd give him glory.” Trust in the Lord, and its consequences
(joy, patience, prayer, and thankfulness) were choices. Whenwieregyood, this square looked like many others and
sounded like hard work. But in suffering, it kept me sdie four consequences were still hard work, but by obeying, |
learned they were my nourishment, my stability, and my dineBy obediently remaining on that square, sleeping on
that square, crying on that square, caring for Johnny atiteadthers on that square, Christ breathed life into me. To
face this hardship, | stayed on my square. That is trulylhdgvit. | could do nothing else.

At Johnny’s death, our other children wondered how ourljanould handle it. Corrie said that she was worried
because in many TV shows and movies when a child dies, theedadhés a workaholic, the mother gets suicidal, the
younger children become bullies at school, and the olderrgirlsff with their boyfriends and get pregnant. Sorrow
becomes the one excuse in popular media that lets people sintveitmalemnation.

And frankly, we don’t know how we will fare, either. We'vever done this before. But “staying on the square” seems
to apply here, too. Why should we add to our sorrow aied gy behaving as if we have no hope?

Philippians 4:4-7: “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will sayagain: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but inyéhvieg, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God, and the peace of God, which transcendsli@tstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.”

Thank you for praying for us that we can grieve without sin
Laura

Posted Saturday, January 21, 2006 at 7:57 pm

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chadtather of compassion and the God of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfogehi any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received
from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ flovepinto our lives, so also through Christ our comfedréows. If

we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvationgifaire comforted, it is for your comfort, which producegan
patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. (2 Cenirsthii:3-6)

Something struck me the other day while | was talking alhisipissage with some friends. First of all, let me tetstify
the overflowing comfort our family is experiencing durihdgsttrial. Second, this idea that the sufferings of Clidst

over into our lives has a new meaning to me. | used to thiglsharing in the sufferings of Christ was a condition
limited to apostles, prophets, church heavy-weights, pemitg lin countries where the church is persecuted, etc. Now
| see that God allows suffering into the lives of Joe @hridor a purpose | had not previously understood.

If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvatiowg are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produses
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you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. Cferiagfis for the comfort and salvation of others. What a
concept. As you see Christ comforting us, take comfort aneinpigtendure your suffering. Be encouraged fellow
suffering Christian. The Father of compassion and God cbatfort is real and personal and faithful. He will comfort
you. Your trial will comfort others and lead to their sailwat

Thanks for praying...Phil

Posted Monday, January 30, 2006 at 3:53 pm

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain @twie do not see. (Hebrews 11:1) It has been a little more
than a month since John died. | ran across this verse ieading recently and fireworks went off. The truth of this
verse has sustained our family through this trial.

Tucking my children into bed at night and missing Johae@mpty spot at our dinner table, little things around the
house that remind me of him...dwelling on these thingsaddreath life into me. This is not where | park my thdag
| run to what | hope for and to the unseen reality of life.

John is in heaven. He will never suffer again. He is donethigtstruggle of the flesh. He is happy. He would ratleer b
there than here. Would | really rather he be here than there? Higlveounhappy with me if | said yes. He would want
us rejoicing along with him.

What is it | want for my kids? | want them to live thigres for Christ. | want them to spend eternity in heavemerat
than hell. I want them to be happy but not at the expense dir$t two. Bingo! John did and John is.

We got faith. We are sure of what we hope for and certain ofwhald not see. Faith based in the right person makes
all the difference. Thank you God for the gift of faith.

Thanks for praying...Phil

Posted Sunday, February 26, 2006 at 7:36 pm

It has been a while since | posted something. The primary réatiwat life is full. Our family is doing well. We are

pleased for John's joy in heaven and God is comforting us.

And we know that in all things God works for the goddhmse who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose. (Romans 8:28) I love this verse now. | love threhall. | love that God has mercifully shown us glimpsies
the good He has worked through what on the surface seemsauvefiy.

God definitely used John'’s life as a testimony to His gesstnWe have recieved many notes from people whose faith
was strengthened by John’s short life. We have respondegitd @0 requests for the DVD of John’s testimony. | will
never be the same after the experiences of the past two years.eMgrié@dod has blossomed. He has proven His
faithfulness and goodness to my family and me over and again.

John wasn't a perfect person. He had many blemishes in his enapast like we all do. But God showed us through
John that God can use even imperfect vessels to accomplishddisvgdk if they love Him and are surrendered to His
purpose.

Thanks for praying...Phil
Posted Friday, June 2, 2006 at 7:33 am

69 of 71 1/18/2008 5:30 P!



Update for Johnny Chase file:///C:/Downloads/Johnnychase.org/newsite.

John Chase, December 24, 1989 - December 22, 2005

Posted Thursday, June 22, 2006 at 9:23 am
Taste and see that the Lord is good.(Psalms 34:8)

It's been 6 months since Johnny died. It seems like yeararajthen it seems like yesterday. It's nice to not have to
paint on a smile. We are truely filled with joy, peace, and &odmfort.

Laura and | have had several opportunities to speak publi@pd® goodness through this trial. God has also brought
many people accross our paths that we could encourage with @uiegxge. Having opportunities to share God's
goodness with others brings great satisfaction and gives mgetanthe pain.

Our family is thriving. Each of our children appears to balidg with their personal loss with grace and peace. No
acting out, no bitterness, nothing but normal kid sfliffank you God!

Thank you for your concern and prayers. We are blessed to hamnaof people who love us and uphold us in
prayer. We know our joy is the fruit of your prayers.

Thanks for praying...Phil

Posted Thursday, December 21, 2006 at 8:19 pm

On the one year anniversary of Johnny's death | thoughttitdibe good to post an update. Quite honestly it is painf
to spend much time thinking about Johnny. We miss himdasurably in too many situations to count. We often
fondly refer to some of his quips and antics. It is gad healthy to miss him, but dwelling on his absence brings

joy.

Take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christof@tfiians 10:5) Would our Lord have us dwell on our
loss? | think not. Jesus promised us life to the ddhn 10:10) Obedience to Christ in my thoughts willesti my life
as surely as disobedience saps me.
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What thoughts will bring me life? Thoughts like knowirigsee Johnny again. (1Thes 4:16,17) Reminding mykelf t
Johnny is done with suffering. (Rev 21:3,4) Thinkidglehnny’s delight and happiness in heaven in the presence of
Jesus. (2 Cor 5:8) These things lift my heavy heart. Trekerme smile. They refocus my eyes on what is unseen and
eternal, rather than on what is seen and temporary. (2 CQrzh&g set my heart on things above, not on earthly
things. (Col. 3:1-2) They help me experience the life thaisCpromises, and confirm to me that Jesus is the way, the
truth, and the life. (John 14:6)

Many ask about our family, How is everyone doing? Withigide to God | can honestly report that all is well in our
home. Each member of our family continues to find peace and grdealtwith Johnny’s death. We do not grieve as
those who have no hope. (1 Thes. 4:13).

Thanks for praying....Phil
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